
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas has often been called “doubting Thomas”—a 
title that is hardly a compliment.  But there are lots of 
reasons, I think, for applauding Thomas—he was 
honest, he didn’t pretend to have faith he didn’t have, 
he didn’t just go along with the crowd.  He did that 
very hard thing, which is to own up to being the odd 
one out among a group of friends.  And, bravely, even 
when he was the odd one out, he didn’t go away and 
isolate himself, he just carried on meeting with the 
other disciples until, a week later, he saw Jesus for 
himself and found a faith that he could own.  
        —Maggi Dawn 

 
 
 
 

 
 

APRIL 3, 2016 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

APRIL 3, 2016 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations  

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude:  “Andante” (Concerto in B-flat for Trumpet) ................................ Leopold Mozart 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Spirit of God, we are disciples of the Risen Christ, the Lord of Easter.  
People: Move among us this hour and free us to love you.  Refresh our spirits as we 

meet you at the table this morning and renew our lives by your resurrection. 

Minister: Whisper to us in a still, small voice; show us what you have for us to do.  

Guide us to share with each other the ministries of peace and justice, so that 

the world may know that you are in our midst. 

People: Alleluia to the Risen Lord! 

*Hymn 229:  “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” ................. PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

 

BECOMING A PRAYING COMMUNITY 

Confessions in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Wondrous God, we confess that at times our doubts and fears 

override our hope and faith.  Forgive us when we lose sight of the joy of your love 

and instead fall into despair and gloom.  Lift up our spirits, Lord, and help us to 

remember the promise of new life here and now, not just the hope of resurrection for 

the future.  We give thanks for the new life you offer and the way you turn us around 

and upside down, breaking down the walls of death in our own lives.  Forgive us, 

restore us and renew us.  In the name of our risen Savior, Jesus the Christ, we pray.  

Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God.  



Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel:  John 20:19-31 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Homily:  “The Out and About Doubter” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence for Reflection 
Doubt is not a permanent experience within the act of faith.  But it is always present as an 

element in the structure of faith.  This is the difference between faith and immediate 

evidence either of a perceptual or of a logical character.  There is no faith without an 

intrinsic “in spite of” and the courageous affirmation of oneself in the state of ultimate 

concern.  If doubt appears, it should not be considered as the negation of faith, but as an 

element which was always and will always be present in the act of faith.  Existential doubt 

and faith are poles of the same reality, the state of ultimate concern.    —Paul Tillich 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Whatever gift each of you has received, use it in service to one another, like 

good stewards dispensing the grace of God in its varied forms. 

People:   Abundantly we have received, freely let us give. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Anthem:  “Lord of Life” ................................................................................. Jane Marshall 

Lord of life: your word illumines even the darkness.  You set before us blessing or 

curse, life or death, wilderness or waterside.  As you raised Christ from the grave, 

lift us up to fruitfulness and happiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

(Horace T. Allen) 

*Doxology.......................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

O praise God, Alleluia!  Praise God above ye heav’nly hosts, 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and Words of Institution 

The Bread and Cup 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 



RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation 

*Hymn 222:  “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” ........................................ W ZLOBIE LEZY 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude:  “Allegro moderato” (Concerto in B-flat for Trumpet) ................ Leopold Mozart 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Troy Pickens, Interim Youth Choir Coordinator; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music 

Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

   
 


