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Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart Banquet 

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 
February 10, and continues through Holy Week.  Lent 
lasts for 40 days, commemorating the forty days Jesus 
spent in the desert.  Through prayer, repentance, alms-
giving, and fasting, we prepare for the celebration of 
Holy Week and Easter Day. 

On Ash Wednesday, we offer supper as usual 
at 5:30, followed by a 6:30 service in the 
sanctuary.  This 45-minute service includes 
the imposition of ashes.  Children are 
welcomed to this service. 

The adult study time on February 24, March 2 
and 9, invites us to more fully understand our Muslim 
neighbors. During this dark time in our world, when 
many who call themselves 'christian' and 'church' are 
calling for retribution and suspicion toward a whole 
group of people because of the actions of the fewer 
radicals, we are called to reach out to our Muslim 

friends with words of truth and encouragement, 
acknowledging their right to worship in a way that is 
meaningful to them.  We welcome truth and are aware 
that many these days speak untruths about Islam and 
Muslims.  What myths need dispelling? What does a 

faithful Muslim want those of us who are 
Christian to know about them and their 
faith?  What can we all do together that promotes 
peace and the continued freedom for each of us 
to worship freely? 

Lent is a time of journey and struggle.  The 
dialogue for adults on February 24, March 2 and 
9 is a way of acknowledging a path through the 

darkness of these days, a powerful focus for Lent as we 
Christians look deeply into what it means to be light 
and salt in a world where too many are angry, bitter, 
fearful, and hateful.  Join us for these dialogues offered 
by Adult Ed and Peace and Reconciliation.. 

A Year of Living Generously –  
The Theology of Enough 
Living generously – seeking and taking opportunities 
to share – often stumbles on concerns about enough.  
Do I have enough?  Have I done enough? I can’t be 
free to give when I don’t have enough. 

Habitat for Humanity founder Millard Fuller called for 
a Theology of Enough.  “God’s order of things holds 
no place for hoarding and greed,” he wrote. “There are 
sufficient resources in the world for the needs of 
everybody, but not enough for the greed of even a 
significant minority.”  Similarly, we have time and 
energy to share with others only if we recognize when 
we have done enough on some particular task or goal. 

Jesus said: 
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your 
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor 

about your body, what you will put on. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than 
clothing?  Look at the birds of the air: they neither 
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 
value than they?” 

Henri Nouwen prayed for recognizing he had enough 
by saying: 

“Dear God, I am so afraid to open my clenched 
fists!  Who will I be when I have nothing left to 
hold on to?  Who will I be when I stand before you 
with empty hands?  Please help me to gradually 
open my hands and discover that I am not what I 
own, but what you want to give me.” 

Will you join in asking yourself, “What really is 
enough?” 

- The Stewardship Committee 

The Season of Lent at Watts Street 

Enjoy elegant dining, dazzling entertainment, and good company on Sunday, February 14 in 
the fellowship hall after the morning worship service.  Youth, please sign up with Kelly.  
Senior adults, please make your reservation with the church office by Wednesday, February 4.  
Please note if you need transportation. 
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News Briefs 
 

 
Watts Street 101:  
January 31,  February 7 and 14 
Watts Street 101, a conversation about the life and 
ministries of WSBC, is now set for Sundays, January 
31,  February 7 and 14 at 9:45 a.m. in the Library.  Lay 
leaders and staff ministers lead visitors and recent new 
members in exploring WSBC’s life and 
ministries.  Children and youth are encouraged to go to 
Sunday School.  Coffee and breakfast rolls will be 
available.  Thanks to the Deacons! 
 
 

Gifts and Call Committee Begins Work 
The 2016 Gifts and Call Committee begins work in 
February identifying Deacons, Church Council 
members, and committee members for the 2016-2017 
church year.  Please consider where God is leading 
you to invest your gifts in and through Watts Street.  
Contact a staff minister, one of the committee 
members listed below, or respond on the Gifts and Call 
forms provided in the February worship bulletins.  
Gifts and Call Committee members:  Brooks Booth, 
Mack Dennis, Anne Drennan,  David Goodman, Anna 
Kirby, Rebeca Olemdo, John Oliver, Steve Ritz, Lisa 
Rhoades, Chair, Andy Silva,  
 
 

Wednesday Night Suppers Continue 
Weekly Wednesday night suppers and programs 
resume September 2.  The supper line opens at 5:30.  
Adults and youth:  $6.  Children 3rd – 5th grades:  $3; 
2years – 2nd grade:  $2.  Please make supper 
reservations in the Friendship Register on Sunday, or 
with the Church Office on Monday morning.  Because 
we base food preparation on reservations, if you make 
a reservation, please plan to pay whether or not you 
eat.  If you come without a reservation, you may go 
through the line at 6 p.m.  Rhythm & Coos, for 
children birth through three and their parents, gathers 
at 5 p.m. in room 217. Music for children 3 years – 5th 
grade is offered after supper.  The program for adults 
on February 3 isTea for the Soul led by Esther Soud 
Parker.  Enjoy a warm drink and chocolate as we 
consider ways to take care of ourselves through art, 
reading, and creative expression.  February 10 is Ash 
Wednesday.  Following supper, at 6:30, everyone is 
invited to the sanctuary for a brief Ash Wednesday 
service.  On February 17 we once again receive the gift 
of contemplative worship led by Samuel Gunter.  On 
February 24, and March 2 and 9, we’re encouraged to 
learn more about our Muslim friends in order to be 

better able to open ourselves to relationships with 
these neighbors.  The three-Wednesday series 
concludes with a guest speaker from Duke on March 9.  
This series is co-sponsored by Adult Education and 
Peace and Reconciliation. 
 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
We’d love to help you make connections at Watts 
Street.  Join us for lunch on Sunday, February 7 at 
12:15 p.m. at Satisfaction’s (Brightleaf Square).  For 
details on upcoming events, visit www.wattsstreet.org  
or contact Blanche Williams (blanche.williams50 
@gmail.com) or Kelly Sasser (kelly@wattsstreet.org). 
 
 

Get Out the Vote  
Join us on February 13 for the Moral Monday 
movement March on Raleigh as Historic Thousands on 
Jones Street rally for more just laws in NC.  Our Peace 
and Reconciliation mission group will gather at WSBC 
at 8:30 a.m. to carpool.  In Raleigh, we’ll assemble on 
the lawn of Memorial Auditorium before the march 
begins at 10 a.m.  Look for our N.C. state flag. 
Information at hkonj.com or call Gordon Whitaker 
(919 918-3658). 
 
 

If the Weather Outside is Frightful…! 
If the weather is questionable, 
consult wattsstreet.org.  
Information also may be available 
on WRAL and WTVD.  On 
Sundays, if snow or ice is on the 
street or sidewalks, Sunday 
School will be cancelled.  If 
conditions around the building 
permit, worship will be held for all who wish to come.  
Wednesday night supper programming often will 
follow the Durham Public Schools schedule.  As 
always, please use your judgment about safety. 

Wednesday night supper programming usually will 
follow the Durham Public Schools schedule. 
 
 

February Mission Baskets  
The mission baskets, located in the side foyer and the 
Fellowship Hall, continue to collect donations for 
Urban Ministries. Most needed are personal care items 
for those living on very limited resources:  toilet paper, 
sanitary napkins/pads, men’s socks, and men’s 
underwear.  Call Susan Brooks (919-730-7644) with 
questions. 
 

News Briefs (Continued on Page 3) 



Page 3 February, 2016 

 

 

February 21 Minute for Mission   
The American Baptist Churches (ABC) is one of our 
three Baptist denominational affiliations.  On February 
21, we will collect for ABC’s America For Christ 
offering, supporting Baptist ministries across the 
country.  http://afc.abhms.org/ 
 

Winter Church Meeting:  February 28 
The Winter Church Meeting is set 
for February 28, following the 
worship service.  New members 
will be introduced and committee 
reports received, including updates 
from the Treasurers and 

Stewardship.  Youth Ministry will provide the meal as a 
fundraiser for summer mission trips. 
 

March Forums for Adults Announced  
March Sunday morning Forums for adults are planned 
for March 6, 13 and 20.  Offered by the Adult 
Education Ministry Committee, these Forums are a long
-standing tradition at WSBC designed to provide 
opportunities for short-term study to support the faith 
journey and to nurture community  
Walking Together:  A Covenant Community  
1.  Curtis Freeman and the Denominational Relations 

Committee, Room 102 
 Some people choose a church by asking “What’s in 

it for me?” Others join a church because they find 
an answer to the question, “Where are folks like 
me?” From the beginning Watts Street Baptist 
Church has had a different way. We ask, “To whom 
do we belong?” We believe that the nature of our 
life together is not about meeting our needs as 
consumers or locating the cultural group we are 
most like, but rather in understanding what it means 
to be a community of Christian pilgrims gathered by 
God through word and Spirit. We describe what it 
means to walk together, with God and one another, 
in our church covenant. This three part study will 
examine the nature of our life together as a covenant 
community with particular attention to the way this 
is described in the affirmations and promises of our 
church covenant. 

2.  The Gospel According to Flannery O’Connor – 
Bryan Giemza, Fellowship Hall 

 Flannery O’Connor was a masterful short story 
writer who understood well the power of parable.  
We will give some consideration to Flannery 
O’Connor’s life, times, and religious worldview.  
We will discuss one Flannery O’Connor story per 

meeting; attendees will benefit from reading the 
story in advance.  Be prepared to be provoked, 
intrigued, and challenged by a woman who believed 
in the importance of making familiar stories new 
once again. 

3.  Ambiguous Loss: Exploring Fertility Grief & Our 
Response 

 Facilitated by Mary Elizabeth Hanchey and Diane 
Paces-Wiles, Room 104-A 

 When loss occurs, we look to our family, friends, 
and church community to respond with compassion. 
But what happens when loss is ambiguous and grief 
goes unrecognized? Please join Project 
Pomegranate as we consider living in community 
with those who face fertility grief. We will explore 
ambiguous loss and unrecognized grief together 
through the particular lens of infertility, pregnancy 
loss, and infant loss. Our discussions will touch on 
response to individuals, community awareness and 
response, and public policy 

 

Durham CROP Hunger Walk 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, 
March 20!  Once again, WSBC 
will be joining thousands of others 
in the annual Durham CROP 
Walk. Many thanks to Addison Oliver for taking the 
lead to organize this event, and to his helpers Jenny 
Leinbach and Jennifer Martin.  Look for more 
information to sign up to participate at Wednesday 
Night Suppers and in the Watts Weekly.  If you would 
like to help our volunteer leaders, please contact 
Jennifer Martin (jmartinmitchell@gmail.com) or 
Addison Oliver (addisonoliver8@rocketmail.com). 
 

Soup Suppers and Lunch Reminder 
This Sunday, January 31 
Church-wide lunch and suppers, offered by our 
deacons, will take place after worship at church and 
from 5 – 7 p.m. in homes this Sunday, January 31, for 
members, friends and visitors.  Children are welcome, 
too.  Hosts provide beverages and soup.  Guests bring a 
side dish, bread, or dessert.  If you are not registered for 
the lunch, and have not received a supper invitation, 
please contact Charlotte Tuffin (919-360-0184, 
ctuffin2005@gmail.com) or Diane Hill (919-636-
0135,diane@wattsstreet.org. 

Continued from Page 2) 

Financial Summary through December 2015 
 2015 2014 

Income $946,837.59 $790,338.24 
Expenses 813,593.79 822,729.47 
Excess (Deficit) $35,243.80 ($32,391.23) 
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We send our love and sympathy to 
Beth Culley whose uncle John Stone died on December 26. 
John Burton-Crutchfield whose sister Joy Hager died on 
December 27. 
Marian Davis whose grandmother Marilyn Helsel died on 
January 15.  
Becky Dodson whose close friend Ellen died on January 16. 
Mitch Heflin whose stepmother Bettie Heflin died on January 
15. 
Camilla Hovey whose sister's father-in-law Charles DeBoard 
died on December 30. 
Brenda Pollard whose cousin Tim Hill, Sr. died on 
December 25 and whose aunt Eloise Hill Sidelinger died on 
January 21  
Kathryn Stevenson whose brother Kyle Carver died on 
December 26. 
The family of Tess Poe who joined WSBC on November 24, 
1957, and died on January 13. 
 

We welcome our new member 
Pat Revels who joined WSBC on January 3 by transfer of 
letter.  Pat’s address is 329 W. King Street, Hillsborough, 
27278. 
 

Congratulations to 
Isela Gutierrez and Samuel Gunter whose daughter Luisa 
Noemi Gutierrez-Gunter was born on January 15. 
Karen and Colin West whose daughter, Cora Grace West, 
was born on January 14  
We pray for WSBC family & frequent visitors 
Russ Ames now recovering at home. 
Patty Arges undergoing medical treatment. 
Frances Barrett recovering at her daughter Nancy 
Freeman’s home. 
Jenny Barrier undergoing medical treatment. 
Mamie Burdick recovering following surgery. 
Dorisanne Cooper recovering at home following surgery. 
Sarah Dowdee recovering following a fall. 
Edna Gambling recovering following surgery at Duke. 
Jeanne Hall and Phil Williams experiencing health 
difficulties. 
Brian Johnson recovering following hip surgery. 
Augusta Kirkland experiencing health difficulties. 
Tamsie Lynch undergoing medical treatment. 
Margaret Mathes recovering at home following surgery. 
Betty Nelson awaiting test results. 
Helen Parks in the Asheville Specialty Hospital: Helen Parks, 
c/o Brenda Silver. 1108 Burnside Dr., Asheville, NC  28803. 
Peggy Parrish recovering at home following a recent 
hospitalization. 
Cliff Price receiving rehab at the Croasdaile Pavilion, room 
232. 
Ann Stickel undergoing PT following knee surgery. 
LaDawnna and Braxton Summers whose infant daughter 
Carolyn Summers is awaiting surgery on her spine.  

Pat Travis dealing with health difficulties. 
Lisa Williams undergoing chemo related to her eye. 
Milly Young celebrating good news from recent tests. 
 

Family and friends of WSBC members 
Brook Alexander whose brother Bill Alexander is under 
Hospice care. 
Patty Arges whose mother Elsie Grace is hospitalized. 
Mamie and Don Burdick whose grandson Ronnie is 
undergoing weekly treatment for his brain tumor. 
Becky Dodson whose brother W. R. Atkins is recovering at 
home. 
Curtis Freeman whose colleagues Richard Hays and Kate 
Bowler continue chemotherapy.  
Laura Holloway whose father Jimmy Bullock is under 
Hospice care. 
Camilla Hovey whose friend Shelvy is undergoing medical 
tests. 
Marisa Houser whose friend Michelle Accetta is making 
progress. 
Debbie Isley-Roghelia whose friends Carol, Nancy, Marion, 
Don, and cousin Davis are experiencing health difficulties. 
Russell and Sandy LaBoone (Mission House family), and 
their 4-month-old daughter Addison is in the Bone Marrow 
Transplant Unit at Duke. 
Lisa Paul whose brother Stan Estep will likely have heart 
surgery, and whose great nephew John Thomas is awaiting 
test results. 
Phyllis Randall whose niece Ruth Randall is undergoing 
treatment for a brain stem tumor. 
Cyd Reynolds whose aunt Sharon Harvey is undergoing 
treatment for ovarian cancer.   
Joy Salyers whose friend Cynthia Brown is undergoing 
chemo and radiation treatment. 
Kacey Reynolds Schedler whose father Sam Reynolds is in a 
care facility in Weaverville, N.C. 
David Smith whose mother Bonita is undergoing medical 
tests. 
Janene Tompkins whose mother Bettie Swift is having 
shoulder replacement surgery on January 28. 
Rebecca Viverette and family whose friend Sam Stephenson  
is undergoing medical treatment. 
Stan Walters whose cousin John is undergoing treatment for 
cancer. 
Melody Zentner whose sister Joy is recovering following 
surgery. 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, our sister church in San 
Salvador. 
Notes of Thanks 
To Our Church Family, At this very special time of the year 
when we often take time to count our blessings, we surely 
have Watts Street Baptist church at the TOP of our list.  Your 
visits, calls, and prayers have been gratefully received.  With 
love for our church family, —Cliff & Lib Price 

Watts Street People 
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Calendar  
 
Monday, February 1 
 10:00 a.m. Sewing Group 
 1:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 2 
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds Committee 
Wednesday, February 3 
 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee:  Maleficent  
 4:30 p.m. Youth Discipleship Class 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:00 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:20 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:30 p.m. Adults  
 6:30 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Sunday, February 7 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 9:45 p.m. Watts Street 101 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 12:15 p.m. Children’s Sunday School Teacher’s Training 
 12:15 p.m. Young Adult Ministry lunch at Satisfaction 
 2:30 p.m. Personal Finance 101 
 3:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Supper Bowl Pre-Game party 
 5:00 p.m. The Spiritual Child: Parenting in Faith 
 6:00 p.m. The Color White 
Monday, February 8 
 10:00 a.m. Sewing Group 
 1:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Faith Stretchers 
 7:00 p.m. Denominational Relations  
 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 9 
 7:00 p.m. Missions Committee 
Wednesday, February 10—Ash Wednesday 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Discipleship Class 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
 7:00 p.m. Reality Ministries Mission Group 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, February 11 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
 7:00 p.m. Information Technology Committee 
Saturday, February 13 
 7:15 a.m. Youth decorating part for Sweetheart Banquet 
Sunday, February 14 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 9:45 p.m. Watts Street 101 
 11:00 a.m. Worship  
 12:15 p.m. Youth & Sr. Adult Sweetheart Banquet 

 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music Committee 
 2:30 p.m. Personal Finance 101 
Monday, February 15 
 10:00 a.m. Sewing Group 
 1:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Peace and Reconciliation Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Treasurers 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 16 
 12:00 p.m. Book Club 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Wednesday, February 17 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Discipleship Class 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:00 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:20 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Service/Learning 
 6:30 p.m. Adults: Contemplative Worship 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Saturday, February 20 
 2:00 p.m. Durham CAN 
Sunday, February 21 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
 5:00 p.m. The Spiritual Child: Parenting in Faith 
 6:00 p.m. The Color White 
Monday, February 22 
 10:00 a.m. Sewing Group 
 1:00 p.m. Worship Planning 
 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. El Salvador Mission Group 
 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 
 7:00 p.m. BSA 
Tuesday, February 23 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Wednesday, February 24 
 5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
 5:00 p.m. Rhythm & Coos 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
 6:20 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs 
 6:30 p.m. Adults:  
 6:30 p.m. Youth Service/Learning  
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Thursday, February 25 
 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully 
Saturday, February 27 
 9:00 a.m. Children’s Ed. Retreat 
Sunday, February 28 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 12:15 p.m. Winter Church Meeting and Luncheon 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group 
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Sunday Ministry Volunteers 
February 7 
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Rebeca Olmedo 
Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Steve Ross, Alan 

Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Hope Durack 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Open, Dawn Eberhard 
Toddlers: Open, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Georgia Chotas 
Preschool II: Carolyn Lemere, Judi Powell 
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Janie Judd, Kyle Nichols 
Lock up: Worth Lutz, III 
Sound System: Eva Irmy 
February 14 
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Juliana Caldwell 
Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Steve Ross, Alan 

Williams 
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Ginny Wiggins, Rebecca Viverette 
Toddlers: Emily Joiner, Brian or Jenny Barrier 
Preschool II: Billy Price, Open, Addison Oliver, Emma 

Hitchings  
Preschool III: Ted McDaniel, Scott Job, Open 
Lock up: Tim Cline 
Sound System: Logan Wilkins  

 

February 21 
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson, 

Ilse Styles/Ken Rhoads 
Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Steve Ross, Alan 

Williams, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker 
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Amy Sauls 
Toddlers: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Amie Koch, Evelyn 

Ritz 
Preschool II: Laura Webb Smith, Brian Crews, Joe Heflin 
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Rob Womack, Open 
Lock up: Joe Gary  
Sound System: Evelyn Ritz  
February 28 
Greeters: Spurgeon & Brooks Booth, Erin & Worth Lutz, 

Matt & Amanda Biesecker 
Ushers: Sam Beasley, Robert Berry, Steve Ross, Alan 

Williams, Ann Stickel 
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong 
Nursery : Shanessa Pride, Anne Claire Broughton, Emily 

Holloway 
Toddlers: Elizabeth Forshay, Kristi Giemza, Open 
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Open 
Preschool III: Elizabeth Sasser, Emily McCoy, Aria Oliver 
Lock up: John Paces-Wiles 
Sound System: Mike Killam  

The Rev. Dr. James M. Harrison, Guest Preacher, on February 21 
The Rev. Dr. Harrison recently became the Region Executive Minister for ABCOTS (our region 
of the ABC).  He has served Baptist churches in Virginia for over 30 years, including the past 20 
at Main Street Baptist Church, Smithfield VA.  We are pleased and privileged to welcome Dr. 
Harrison to our pulpit on February 21, and also for an informal Q&A luncheon following 
worship.  http://abcots.org/ 
 
On another Baptist note, February 7 is Baptist World Alliance (BWA) Day. www.bwanet.org. 
 

N.C. Cooperative Baptist Fellowship to Meet  
The N.C. Cooperative Baptist Fellowship will gather on Friday, March 18 for a day-long meeting 
at Hayes Barton Baptist Church in Raleigh.  Registration is free.  For more information see 
www.cbfnc.org/congregations/2016-cbfnc-general-assembly. 
 

News from the WSBC Denominational Relations Committee 
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March Forums set for March 6, 13 and 20 
All adults are invited to participate in one of the three 
Forums offered by Adult Education Ministries at 9:45 
on Sunday mornings, March 3, 13 and 20.  What a great 
opportunity to try something new, and to get to know 
some of the other WS people!  Please see the details on 
page 3. 
 
Small Group Opportunities for Adults 
Weavings Group – Meets twice a month on selected 
Wednesdays from 10:30 – 12 noon to discuss article 
about Christian life and spirituality found in Weavins:  A 
Journal of the Christian Spiritual Life.  Contact Blanche 
Williamns (919=-282-1932) for more information. 
 
Faith Stretchers – 2nd Monday of each month, 7:00 p.m. 
in Room 104-B for conversation based on a selected 
book, with the goal of encouraging spiritual growth and 
community.  The first focus book is The Wisdom of 
Jesus:  Transforming Heart and mind – A New 
Perspective on Christ and His Message by Cynthia 
Bourgeault.  New members are welcome.  Contact 
Debra Freeman (debra_col_freeman@hotmail.com) or 
Anna Kirby (annasoprano@hotmail.com). 
 
Other Ongoing “Drop-In” Groups for Adults 
Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street 
adults.  You may drop in on any of these groups at any 
time. 
 Men’s Breakfast gathers on Thursdays, February 

11 and 25, 7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner.  See Dick 
Chorley (rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645) with 
questions. 

 The Art of Aging Gracefully, an on-going 
conversation about the gifts and challenges of aging, 
gathers Thursdays, February 11 and 25, 10:30 a.m., 
Room 104-A.  Participants have opportunity to tell 
their stories and to hear the stories of others.  David 
May (919-493-2289) serves as coordinator.  

 Noon Book Club: Tuesday, February 16 
The book club members have selected 
Blood Brothers:  The Dramatic Story 
of a Palestinian Christian Working for 
Peace in Israel by Elias Chacour and 
David Hazard for the February 

discussion..  Drop-ins are always welcomed warmly 
to this gathering!  Emily McCoy (919-489-0483, 
emccoy@nc.rr.com) serves as coordinator of this 
group which meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month in room 104-A.   

 First Wednesday Movie Matinees   
Offered by the Senior Adult 
Coordinating Council, and 
open to all, the Movie 
Matinees are in room 102 at 
1:00 p.m.  Enjoy the movie, 
along with pop corn and 
soda, as well as time with 
your friends!   
On February 3 we enjoy the movie Maleficent, a 
retelling of Sleeping Beauty, and a very lovely way 
of looking at an old tale.  Thanks to Kathy Davis for 
coordinating and to June Perry for providing the 
popcorn! 

Adult Ministry News 

Get Ready for the Beach Retreat! 
Plans are underway for our annual All Ages Beach Retreat at Ft. Caswell on April 
22, 23, and 24.  Mark your calendars now, because you won’t want to miss out on 
this year’s retreat.  In comments from past years, participants have celebrated, 
among other things, rich community time, the Saturday morning interactive theme 
focus, time on the beach, long walks, reading on the porches, the Saturday night 
Talent Xtravaganza, Sunday morning worship, spirited singing, and getting to know 
lots of WS people better as we worked side by side on meals.  What a great 
time!  Families and groups of friends have private rooms, with a private bath in the 
room or across the hall.  Youth stay in dormitory style rooms.  

This year’s registration information will be available soon.  Registration deadline is March 21.  See Diane Hill 
with questions. 
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Children’s Ministry News  
 
Children’s Sunday School Teacher’s Training  
On Sunday, February 7, 12:15 p.m.-2:00 p.m., all 
children’s Sunday School teachers are invited to attend 
a teacher’s training session after worship.  We’ll share a 
meal and gather in the library to discuss classroom 
teaching tips, techniques, curriculum, etc.   Please let 
Esther Soud Parker know if you can attend the training.   
 
 

Children’s Mission Offering Challenge Update 
On Children’s Sabbath, 1st – 5th graders received $10 
from the Missions Committee along with information 
about the Mission Offering Challenge. Here are a few of 
their wonderful mission projects:   

In November, I gave my mission money to the Animal 
Protection Society of Durham.  They took care of our 
cat, Iggy, while we were waiting to adopt her.  There 
were lots of cats in the room with her when we visited 
her.  The APSD takes care of animals who need a home. 
– Owen Burton-Crutchfield 

What I did with my mission money, is I bought toys for 
children in Uganda. My Aunty Marj goes there every 
year and she likes taking the children toys. – O.C. 
Groves 

I used money for a Christmas gift for Durham Interfaith 
Ministries. – Avery Houser 

I bought laundry detergent for the Ronald McDonald 
House. – Luke Houser  

My boys used their mission money to buy a Christmas 
gift for an under privileged child. – Cameron and Max 
Husack 

Sam returned his money to the church because he knows 
the church will do good things with it.  – Sam O’Brien 

Evan held a neighborhood drive to collect used blankets 
and towels for the Animal Protection Society of 
Durham. The organization uses blankets and towels to 
make the animals more comfortable during their stay in 
the shelter. With his mission money, Evan bought 
peanut butter, which the shelter uses as treats for dogs 
and wildlife. He delivered four large garbage bags filled 
with blankets and towels to the shelter along with the 
peanut butter.  – Evan Paces-Wiles 

Thomas, Will and Audrey each picked someone to 
sponsor for Share Your Christmas. Our family 
purchased the requested gift(s) and the kids used their 
money to add a special treat for each of them. – 
Thomas, Will and Audrey Park 

My preschool teacher, Mrs. Vivian, lost everything in a 
fire.  I sent my mission money to her to help her restart. 
– Jubilee Salyers 

We, Naomi and Fay, did a mission project for the 
women at my mom's prison. We asked our family 
members if they could put in some money to our project. 
We raised $260.00. We bought pies for them for a 
thanksgiving party, and boy oh boy was there a lot of 
pies. We also bought 12 gallons of Apple Cider. We 
made a sign with big letters that said, "Give Thanks!" 
The women at my mom's prison really loved it and 
thought it was nice.  – Naomi and Fay Schwankl-Jobe 

I spent it for refugees because I feel sorry for people 
who had to abandon their homes.  Thanks for the 
money.  I felt good to spend it.  – Caden Smith 
 
 

Parenting Book Discussion 
Join Maggie Ellis Chotas on February 21 for discussions 
grounded in Lisa Miller’s new book The Spiritual 
Child: The New Science on Parenting for Health and 
Lifelong Thriving. We’ll begin with a potluck at 5:00 
p.m.  If you need childcare, contact Esther Soud Parker 
by February 10 for reservations. 
 
 

Spring Retreat at Camp New Hope  
All 2nd – 5th graders are invited to attend our Spring 
Retreat at Camp New Hope, March 5-6.  Cost is $35.00 
per child (second child in family is $30.00) and is due 
February 7.  See Esther for additional information.   
 
 

PASSPORTkids!  
On July 10-13, our 3rd – 5th graders travel to 
Spartanburg, SC to attend PASSPORTkids! summer 
camp with church friends.  The theme this year is This 
Wild Life.  There are a limited number of spaces 
reserved for Watts Street so please sign up now by 
contacting Esther to reserve your child’s spot and turn in 
$75.00 deposits by March 6.   
 
 

Save the Date 
February 7 Deposits Due - $35.00– Spring Retreat 
February 21 The Spiritual Child Discussion 
March 5-6 Spring Retreat - Camp New Hope  
March 6 Deposits Due - $75.00– PASSPORTkids!  
June 12-16 Vacation Bible School 
July 10-13 PASSPORTkids! Spartanburg, SC 
Sept. 18-20 Fall Retreat - Camp Willow Run  

A more detailed 2016 Children’s Ministry Calendar is 
online at www.wattsstreet.org 
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"I was a stranger and you invited me in..."  
Very special thanks to everyone who donated or 
volunteered at our Epiphany Night Project for 
Refugees. WSBC Youth, thank you for your leadership 
with this event and for sharing what you've learned 
about the Syrian refugee crisis and the refugee 
experience in general. Today, we delivered 26 
comforters/blankets, 37 sets of bed linens, 51 sets of 
bath towels/hand towels/wash cloths, and nearly 150 
hygiene kits to the Durham office of Church World 
Service. They were thrilled! Thanks again to everyone 
for a beautiful act of hospitality.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Winter Retreat 
January 29-31 (rescheduled) 
Camp Broadstone, Banner Elk, NC 
Saturday night skiing at Sugar Mountain Ski Resort 
For more information, contact Kelly Sasser. 
 
Youth Discipleship Class 
Wednesdays, February 3, 10, 17 
4:30-5:30 p.m. in the Church Library 
Explore what it means to make a profession of faith 
and become a follower of Jesus.  We’ll also cover  
 

topics like baptism, the Lord’s Supper, joining the 
church, being Baptist, etc.  For more information, 
please contact Kelly Sasser. 
 
Sweetheart Banquet Notes for Youth 
 If you can participate, 

please sign up with Kelly 
by February 3. 

 A few days before the 
banquet, please give your 
Senior Adults a phone call 
to introduce yourself and 
go over details for the 
banquet. 

 If you’re available to help 
decorate the fellowship hall, we’re meeting on 
Saturday, February 13 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m. 

 On Sunday, February 14, we need everyone to 
bring $3 to help pay for the corsages. 

 Sit with your Senior Adults during the worship 
service and then escort them down to the 
fellowship hall for the fun-filled banquet! 

 
Winter Church Lunch Fundraiser: February 28 
Youth, if you can help serve on the wait staff, please 
contact Kelly Sasser.  Parents, we need your help with 
food prep, serving, and clean-up.  Check the youth 
ministry page on the church website to see what needs 
remain.  Proceeds and donations from the lunch go to 
support our 2016 Youth Summer Mission Experiences. 

Youth Ministry News 

 

PASSPORT Youth Missions Camp 
Sunday, July 3 – Friday, July 8 

Averett University, Danville, VA 
$75 deposits due Sunday, March 6 

Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Senior High Trip to El Salvador 
Friday, July 22 – Thursday, July 28 

Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel in San Salvador 
$40 deposits due Sunday, May 6 

Team Meeting: Sunday, April 17 at 12:15 p.m.  Lunch provided! 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Sue Alexander Assistant Secretary 
Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey Interim Director of Children's Music Ministries 
Mary Hermanson Office Manager/Secretary 
Diane Eubanks Hill Minister with Adults 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Troy Pickens Interim Youth Choir Coordinator 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Melody Zentner Interim Chancel Choir Director 
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“Trust in the slow work of God. 
We are quite naturally impatient in everything 
to reach the end without delay. 
We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way to something 
unknown, something new. 
And yet it is the law of all progress 
that it is made by passing through 
some stages of instability— 
and that it may take a very long time. 
And so I think it is with you; 
your ideas mature gradually—let them grow, 
let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 

Don’t try to force them on, 
as though you could be today what time 
(that is to say, grace and circumstances 
acting on your own good will) 
will make of you tomorrow. 
Only God could say what this new spirit 
gradually forming within you will be. 
Give Our Lord the benefit of believing 
that his hand is leading you, 
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 
in suspense and incomplete.” 

This prayer, a favorite prayer of mine, was written by Jesuit priest Pierre Teilhard de Chardin at the turn of the 
last century.  It’s a prayer I turn to when I wish I could control more than I can about a situation and I stumbled 
upon it again this last week.  The last two months have brought into my life a journey that was completely 
unanticipated.  And I have to admit that I’m still working through its significance, its place in the story of my 
life.  I probably will be for a while.  But as I sat at home on our Sunday snow day this week I realized that 
there still are things I do know right now.  In the midst of this journey, I know in a new way what it means to 
be in community.  I know what it means to be humbled by the care that others show.  I know perspective as 
I’ve continued to be reminded how so many people have circumstances much more challenging than my own. 
I think in some ways church life is the same way.  There are a lot of things about the church that we don’t 
know, things over which we wish we could have more control.  There are certainly big picture questions 
people have about the future of the institutional church, but each church also always has its own unknowns, its 
own process, its own path on which to practice patience and trust.  Yet no matter where with are with church 
life, we must remember there are still things we do know in the midst of it.  We know the power of community 
is here.  We know there are those who will care for us.  We know the work we must be about in the world.  We 
know we’re meant to be God’s hands and feet for our neighbors in need, God’s love for all the world.  It’s a 
balance, the knowing and not knowing, the controlling and not controlling—in each of our lives, in our life 
together, in our work in the world at large.  But it’s one I believe that in the mysterious mix of, God is at work 
in it all—tending to us, guiding us, shaping us into the children of Light we’re meant to be.  More than ever 
I’m grateful to be on the journey with you. 

From Dorisanne Cooper 


