
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 13, 2016 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 13, 2016 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Missions— Faith Connections on Mental Illness – Ralph McCoy 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude:  “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” ................................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

*Hymn 179:  “Forty Days and Forty Nights” ........................................................ HEINLEIN 

 

*CALLING US TO THE JOURNEY 

Minister: O God, you are my God, I seek you! 

People: My soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land 

where there is no water. 

Minister: So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory.  

Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 

People:  My soul thirsts for you. 

Minister: So I will bless you as long as I live; I will lift up my hands and call on your 

name. 

People: My soul thirsts for you. 

Minister: My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises you with joyful 

lips when I think of you on my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the 

night; for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for 

joy.  My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me. 

People: My soul thirsts for you.     (Psalm 63:1-8) 

Hymn 16:  “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ........................................... NETTLETON 

 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 



Corporate Confession: God, who brought your people through the wilderness to the 

Promised Land, we confess that it is sometimes frightening to follow you.  We 

confess that the hot, dry desert distracts us from what you have promised us.  We turn 

away from your streams of mercy, sometimes simply because we want to drink 

something else.  We confess that our hearts do not always sing your grace.  Forgive 

us.  Keep calling us to drink. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

People sing:  “O Worship the King” (Hymn 17, stanza 5) ....................................... LYONS 

 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail;  

 In thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail.  

 Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end.  

 Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.   

 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 55:1-9  

     Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

     People:  Thanks be to God. 

People sing:  “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” ................................................... ARISE 

Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome, 

God’s free bounty glorify; 

True belief and true repentance, 

Every grace that brings you nigh.  

Gospel:   John 4:1-15 – Samuel Gunther and Baylee Thurman 

     Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

     People:  May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

People sing:  “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” ................................................... ARISE 

Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome, 

God’s free bounty glorify; 

True belief and true repentance, 

Every grace that brings you nigh.  

Sermon:  “Thirsty” – Mary Elizabeth Hanchey  

Silence 
To be commanded to love God at all, let alone in the wilderness, is like being commanded 

to be well when we are sick, to sing for joy when we are dying of thirst, to run when our 

legs are broken. But this is the first and great commandment nonetheless. Even in the 

wilderness - especially in the wilderness - you shall love him.  —Frederick Buechner 



 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Out of God’s bounty, living water springs up in the wilderness.  

People:   In response to God’s bounty, we give back.   

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “Adoramus Te, Christe” ............................................ Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Adoramus te, Christe et beneficimus tibi, quia per sanctam crucem tuam redemisti 

mundum. 

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless thee, because by thy holy cross Thou hast 

redeemed the world.  (from the Stations of the Cross) 

*People sing:  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” (Hymn 207, stanzas 3 & 4) ....... RATHBUN 

When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance 

streaming 

Adds new luster to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and 

pleasure, 

By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no 

measure, 

Joys that through all time abide. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Affirming the Church Covenant (see insert) 

*Invitation  

Hymn:  “All Who Are Thirsty, Gather Gladly” (adapted) ............................. HOLY MANNA 

 

All who are thirsty, gather gladly; living water freely flows. 

Come from wilderness and wandering.   Here our God new life bestows.  

You that yearn to quench the longing, by the river long have stood. 

Drink and taste the grace eternal, taste and see that God is good.   

 

All who are thirsty, never strangers, seeker, come and drink your fill.  

Come from restlessness and roaming.  Holy Spirit, guide us still.  

You that yearn to quench the longing, by the river long have stood.  

Drink and taste the grace eternal, taste and see that God is good.  

 

All who are thirsty, sing together.  Jesus is the living stream.   

Come from loneliness and struggle.  Here, in hope we dare to dream.   

You that yearn to quench the longing, by the river long have stood.  

Drink and taste the grace eternal, taste and see that God is good.   



 

 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” ........................................... Johann Gottfried Walther 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Troy Pickens, Interim Youth Choir Coordinator; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music 

Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

   

  



 

The WSBC Covenant 

Having been called by God and led by the Holy Spirit to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and 

having been baptized into the Church gathered in this place and throughout the world, we 

enter into covenant with God and with one another.  We promise: 

 to worship together, witnessing to God’s redemptive and sustaining grace; 

 to seek to grow in the knowledge of God revealed in Jesus and in our own 

personal experience; 

 to study the Bible and to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in applying its 

teachings to our lives; 

 to instruct others in the Christian faith and in our Baptist heritage; 

 to teach the children among us by word and example that in obedience to God 

they will find life’s highest purpose and richest meanings; 

 to love one another, being slow to judge and quick to forgive; 

 to celebrate different views and gifts among us, confident that we are one body in 

Christ; 

 to minister to one another with compassion, sharing both joys and sorrows; 

 to contribute time, money, and abilities to the Church’s ministry; 

 to proclaim the gospel to those who do not know Jesus as savior; 

 to embody God’s forgiveness in all our relationships, both at home and at work; 

 to promote peace and justice wherever we touch other lives; 

 to support the mission of the Church by feeding, housing, and befriending the 

needy; 

 to seek the kingdom of God on earth, knowing that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love. 

We enter into this covenant freely, promising to abide by its claims on our lives and to 

renew it regularly with one another before God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


