
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FEBRUARY 28, 2016 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 28, 2016 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 
Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee” .......................................... Max Reger 

 

CALLING US TO THE JOURNEY 

Youth Choir:  “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” ................. Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman 

arr. Lloyd Larson 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; worship his holy name.  Sing like never before, O my 

soul; I’ll worship your holy name.  The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, it’s 

time to sing your song again.  Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 

let me be singing when the evening comes.  You’re rich in love and you’re slow 

to anger.  Your name is great and your heart is kind.  For all your goodness, I will 

keep on singing; ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.  And on that day when 

my strength is failing, the end draws near and my time has come; still my soul 

will sing your praise unending, ten thousand years forevermore! 

Minister: God of Wing and Word, help us follow with our hearts the healing sound of 

your voice, that says,  

People: “How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers 

her brood under her wings.”  

Minister:  For you are the stronghold of our life.  Of whom shall we be afraid? 

*Hymn 6:  “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” ............................. MIT FREUDEN ZART 

 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  O God, we acknowledge that we rely too little on your strong 

promises, and depend too much on our fragile plans.  We pray for your guidance and 

then go our own way.  We ask for your strength, but are sure we must do it ourselves.  



We forget the wonderful works and miracles you have done, and as a result, we hope 

only for what we believe is possible.  Teach us to believe that with you, God, all 

things are possible.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

People sing:  “O Worship the King” (Hymn 17, stanza 5) ....................................... LYONS 

 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail;  

 In thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail.  

 Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end.  

 Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.   

Pastoral Prayer 

 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 55:1-9 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:  Luke 13:31-35 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon:  “Compassionate Truth-telling” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 
If you have ever loved someone you could not protect, then you understand the depth of 

Jesus’ lament. All you can do is open your arms. You cannot make anyone walk into 

them. Meanwhile, this is the most vulnerable posture in the world—wings spread, breast 

exposed—but if you mean what you say, then this is how you stand.  

—Barbara Brown Taylor 

Hymn 76:  “The Care the Eagle Gives Her Young” .............................................. CRIMOND 

Stanza 1: Chancel Choir 

Stanzas 2-3: Congregation 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  O God, you offer us your steadfast love and mercy. 

People:  In response we offer these gifts as expression of our gratitude and faith. 

Receiving Gifts 



Anthem:  “Built on a Rock” ............................................................................... Alec Wyton 

Built on a rock the Church shall stand, 

Even when steeples are falling; 

Crumbled have spires in every land, 

Bells still are chiming and calling— 

Calling the young and old to rest, 

Calling the souls of those distressed, 

Longing for life everlasting. 

Not in all our temples made with hands 

God, the Almighty is dwelling; 

High in the heavens his temple stands, 

All earthly temples excelling. 

Yet he who dwells in heaven above 

Deigns to abide with us in love, 

Making our bodies his temple. 
 

We are God’s house of living stones, 

Built for his own habitation; 

He fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 

Granting us life and salvation. 

Were two or three to seek his face, 

He in their midst would show his grace, 

Blessings upon them bestowing. 

Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 

Jesus the children is blessing; 

Hither we come to praise his name, 

Faith in our Savior confessing. 

Jesus to us his Spirit sent,  

Making with us his covenant, 

Granting his children the kingdom. 

         Nikolai Grundtvig, 1837 

 

*People sing:  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” (Hymn 207, stanzas 3 & 4) ......... RATHBUN 

When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds new luster to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

Joys that through all time abide. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn:  “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” (see below) ........................................ ARISE 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” ............................................... Mark Hayes 
 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

 



CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Troy Pickens, Interim Youth Choir Coordinator; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Interim Director of Music 

Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

   



 

COME, YE SINNERS, POOR AND NEEDY 

 


