
 

MARCH 27, 2016 

THE SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION:  EASTER DAY 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 27, 2016 

THE SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION: EASTER DAY 
 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome 

Prelude:  “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing” ....................................... Healey Willan 

Luke 24:1-12 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ, who is the risen Lord. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Minister:   The Lord is risen! 

People:   The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Minister: Hope triumphs over despair.  Love triumphs over hate. 

People: Jesus, Our Lord, has conquered the grave!  Alleluia! 

Minister:  Sin and death shall reign no more! 

People: Alleluia to the Living Christ! 

Minister:  Alleluia!  The Lord is risen! 

People: The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

*THE PROCESSION 
Following the Christ Candle and the Choir, the Congregation will come forward 

by the center aisle to offer flowers for the cross.  Return to seats by the side 

aisles and remain standing if able. 

Hymn 216:  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” .............................................. EASTER HYMN 

Hymn 233:  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” ................................................................. HYFRYDOL 

*Anthem:  “Hallelujah” (Messiah) ..................................................................... G. F. Handel 

All are invited to stand and join in the singing of the anthem 

using the music available in the pews. 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving  

Silence for Confession 



Corporate Prayer:  Powerful and loving God you have raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  

God, raise us, too.  May fresh life burst among us.  May shells of distrust and self-

hatred, which keep us from loving, be broken away so that new life can emerge.  May 

new community spring up where fear has kept us from the stranger.  Keep us patient 

in making peace and building justice.  Empower us to continue your work of 

redeeming and repairing the world.  Breathe on us with your Spirit, through the risen 

Christ.  Amen. 

Minister: Alleluia!  What was dead shall live; what was dark shall shine,  

People: For the Lord is risen and walks among us.  Alleluia!  Thanks be to God! 

ATTENDING TO THE EASTER WORD 

Homily:  “It Seemed to Them an Idle Tale” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 
The Resurrection is not a single event, but a loosening of God’s power and light into the 

earth and history that continues to alter all things, infusing them with the grace and 

power of God’s own holiness.  It is as though a door was opened, and what poured out 

will never be stopped, and the door cannot be closed.    — Megan McKenna 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Risen Christ, we bring our gifts in response to good news.  You are risen 

indeed and abide in us still.  May all that we do be in response to new life.   

People:   As you accept who we are, O God, receive what we offer.  Extend your grace 

through us so that others hear of your salvation.  Alleluia!  Amen.  

Receiving of Gifts 

Anthem:  “Hallelujah” (from Mount of Olives) ............................... Ludwig van Beethoven 

Hallelujah unto God’s Almighty Son.  Praise the Lord, ye bright angelic choirs, in 

holy songs of joy.  Proclaim His grace and glory.   

*Doxology.......................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ is alive!  This be our song!  To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 



RESPONDING IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 91:  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” ........................................ CORONATION 

Easter Blessing 

Minister: May the love of the cross, the power of the resurrection, and the presence of  

 the Living Lord go with you this day and always.  Christ is risen! 

People: Christ is risen indeed! 

Minister: Go now as risen people, for you are alive in the spirit of Christ.   

 Christ is risen! 

People: Christ is risen today!  Alleluia! 

People sing: Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude:  “Festal Flourish” ............................................................................ Gordon Jacob 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church to welcome and affirm all persons, 

regardless of race, class, origin, sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church ▪ 800 Watts Street ▪ Durham, NC 27701 ▪ wattsstreet.org 
 

 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


