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3-RECYCLE THESE ITEMS IN YOUR CART
• Glass jars (rinsed with lids) or take to                

PART AND PARCEL (see slide #21)
• Snack cans (like Pringles cans) 
• Steel/aluminum cans
• Plastic containers bigger than 2 inches
• Plastic bottles (with lids); remove pumps
• Orange juice/milk cartons (rinsed with 

cap on)
• Cardboard and paper
• Do NOT bag your recyclables, even with 

a paper bag 
• REMEMBER: anything in your Recycle 

Cart should be clean, dry, and free of food 
residue.

Durham has a 40%  contamination rate 
costing more than $300,000/yr yet continues 
to be committed to keep trying!

Download the 
Durham Rollout app                        
✓ Weekly reminders for curbside 
       trash, recycling & yard waste 
       collections 
✓ Changes due to weather or holidays
✓ What's recyclable
✓ Available in the Apple & Google Play 

stores

Mark this website for the same 
information: Solid Waste | Durham, NC

 

https://www.durhamnc.gov/832/Solid-Waste


4-DON’T RECYCLE THESE ITEMS 
IN YOUR CART

• Batteries of any kind

• Plastic Rx/pill bottles

• Plastic bags or film (take these to 
grocery store recycling instead)

• Bows/ribbons or tissue paper 

• Shredded paper - it must go in 
composting or in your garbage

• Paper towels and napkins (these can be 
put into compost bins) 

•  Clamshells 

• Plastic containers smaller than 2 inches

• Do NOT bag your recyclables, even with 
a paper bag  

If you stick with what you know -- 
bottles, cans, milk jugs, paper and 
cardboard -- you'll be an extremely 

effective recycler!
Recycling FAQ | Durham, NC

https://www.durhamnc.gov/4670/Recycling-FAQ


5-FOAM RECYCLING
Styrofoam is an environmental challenge. Avoid using it by taking your reusable or 
compostable cups, bags, and take-out containers. When that’s not an option, save 
clean Styrofoam and flexible foam. 

ENO RIVER FARMERS’ MARKET (ERFM), HILLSBOROUGH, NC
144 E. Margaret Ln; open every Saturday; Apr–Nov: 8am-12pm; Dec–Mar: 9am-12pm

Check details here: At the Market — Eno River Farmers Market

❖     Foam must be clean, dry, and free of tape and labels for recycling.
❖    Drop off is at the Community Compost station.
❖    Accepted items: both clean food service containers – cups, egg cartons, and take-
        out boxes – as well as packaging materials used for coolers and shipping 
        fragile products.   
❖    They DO NOT collect packing "peanuts" or soft foam products.
❖    The WSBC Creation Care Ministry Team hopes to collect several times a year at the
         church. Watch for drop-off dates and drive-to ERFM volunteer opportunities.

https://www.enoriverfarmersmarket.com/at-the-market
https://www.enoriverfarmersmarket.com/at-the-market
https://www.enoriverfarmersmarket.com/at-the-market


 
6-PUBLIX GROCERY STORE:  4826 Guess Rd
 
 Publix also recycles Styrofoam.                       

✓Foam egg cartons

✓Clean foam take-out trays
✓Clean foam cups

 Does not include:     
  x  Paper or plastic egg cartons
  x  Take-out trays with food
  x  Cups with lids and straws
  x  Packing peanuts

https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way

https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way
https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way
https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way
https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way
https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way
https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way
https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way
https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way
https://corporate.publix.com/newsroom/news-stories/recycling-the-publix-way


7-- Hard-to-recycle items (fee charged)

• Hard-to-recycle items e.g. Styrofoam, 
    shredded paper, fluorescent tubes, 
    batteries, textiles, pill bottles*, etc. and compost.

• Website: Home – TheRecollective

• A membership service that costs $16.50/mo.
    Partial credit issued if you cancel a pick-up. $35 a month with composting also.

• You receive reusable canvas collection bags and a large waterproof bag for collection day.

• Pick up is once a month at your home.  Find out more at F.A.Q.s – TheRecollective.

           *remove labels or black out your name and identifying information.

https://therecollective.co/
https://therecollective.co/
https://therecollective.co/
https://therecollective.co/faq/
https://therecollective.co/faq/
https://therecollective.co/faq/


8-SHIMAR RECYCLING – Styrofoam (large pieces) & Paper Shredding

• Individuals may use their services for clean white EPS or EPE 
foam with no labels, tape, or other contaminants. If material is 
not clean, additional charges will apply to remove the 
contaminants.

• They do not accept other colors of this material, materials used 
for packaging or servicing (take-0ut food/meat trays), material 
wrapped in any coverings or peanuts of any type.

• Fees:

➢Minimum Charge: $5.00 for one 95-gallon cart (same as 
household Garbage Cart)

➢$2.50/ additional 50 gallons

➢Amounts less than $10 must be paid in cash; anything $10 or 
over can be paid for by cash or credit.

• 919-680-6262; www.shimar.com info@shimar.com

• Paper shredding for a fee; you can watch them shred.

mailto:info@shimar.com


9-ELECTRONIC RECYCLING

Mission: to help make 
Durham smarter, cleaner and 
more equitable. We do this by 
educating high school interns 
and the public about 
electronics reuse and 
recycling, keeping tons of e-
waste out of the landfill and 
donating computers and a 
percentage of profits to 
nonprofits and students in 
need.

• 919-414-3041; https://triangleecycling.com
      2717 Western Bypass, Durham
• E-waste recycling and refurbishing computers is 

a large part of the business. Destroys personal 
data while you’re there if seeing it done is 
important to you.

• If you bought the computer from them, they will 
repair it for a nominal fee.

• Accepts all electronic appliances, cords, and 
cables; TVs $1/lb; monitor or TV screens must n0t 
be damaged; peruse 
https://triangleecycling.com/individuals for list of 
items and guidelines.

• They charge $3 processing fee for printers.
• They will accept all batteries except alkaline.

https://triangleecycling.com/
https://triangleecycling.com/individuals


10-TELEVISIONS

• The City of Durham free TV pick up, but 
there are specific regulations about 
size. Call Durham One Call at

   919-560-1200 or go to:
https://www.durhamnc.gov/832/Solid-
Waste#!rc-cpage=224150

• No other electronics are collected at 
the curb by the City of Durham. 

• See next slide for more options for 
electronics.

https://www.durhamnc.gov/832/Solid-Waste#!rc-cpage=224150
https://www.durhamnc.gov/832/Solid-Waste#!rc-cpage=224150
https://www.durhamnc.gov/832/Solid-Waste#!rc-cpage=224150
https://www.durhamnc.gov/832/Solid-Waste#!rc-cpage=224150
https://www.durhamnc.gov/832/Solid-Waste#!rc-cpage=224150


11-OTHER ELECTRONIC RECYCLING

• APPLE Offers trade-in of your old iPad, Macbook, or Apple Watch on-line at 
https://www.apple.com/shop/trade-in or at your local Apple store. 

• AMAZON  Accepts old electronics and devices, including headphones, home 
   security devices, wireless routers, and gaming systems. You may receive a gift
   card for gently used electronics that can be refurbished. The company will 
   recycle a variety of electronic devices for free, even covering the cost to ship 
   them via UPS. Check this link: Amazon Trade-In: Get Paid for Your Used Items

If your device contains personal data, either wipe it clean or take it to Triangle 
E-Cycling where they guarantee that all personal data will be deleted. They will delete 
the data and destroy the hard drive in your presence if you wish.

All Electric and Electronic Vendors mentioned in these slides use Downstream Recyclers, 
companies that efficiently refurbish and recycle materials in compliance with regulations. 
The downstream recyclers are vetted and don’t further pollute the environment.

https://www.apple.com/shop/trade-in
https://www.apple.com/shop/trade-in
https://www.apple.com/shop/trade-in
https://www.amazon.com/gp/browse.html?node=9187220011&tag=mh0b-20&hvadid=78340424099988&hvqmt=p&hvbmt=bp&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_6hjc2hxvsa_e
https://www.amazon.com/gp/browse.html?node=9187220011&tag=mh0b-20&hvadid=78340424099988&hvqmt=p&hvbmt=bp&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_6hjc2hxvsa_e
https://www.amazon.com/gp/browse.html?node=9187220011&tag=mh0b-20&hvadid=78340424099988&hvqmt=p&hvbmt=bp&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_6hjc2hxvsa_e


12-PLASTICS RECYCLING
• Go to  NexTrex to find out the closest place to recycle plastics. 

Most polyethylene (PE), labeled as #2 or #4, plastic film, and bags 
are recyclable at participating retail and local drop-off locations.

• In May 2026, Publix, Harris-Teeter, Food Lion, Wegman’s, Target, 
Kohl’s, Lowe’s Home Improvement, & Home Depot offer collection 
bins for plastics that are clean, dry, and free of food residue. Many 
of them sell to Trex, a maker of composite decking and railing. 

• A few recyclable items that you may not know about:  
     * newspaper sleeves                                          * air pillows
     *  produce bags    * dry cleaning bags
     *  bubble wrap    * bread bags
          (incl bubble wrap mailers w/labels cut off) * Ziploc bags
     * 6-pack rings on sodas   *  cereal box liners
     *  product wrappers (ex. paper towel & toilet paper wrappers) 
     

https://nextrex.com/view/findadropoff


13-BATTERY RECYCLING
HOUSEHOLD BATTERIES

• We all go through batteries in our many 
devices, games, remote controls, 
flashlights, watches, phones, etc. PLEASE 
do not place in garbage or recycling 
because they can cause a fire.

• Bring your alkalines, rechargeables, button 
cells, & coin batteries to the WSBC Work 
Room, next to Sherrill’s office. There is a 
large labeled bucket where they can be 
placed to take to the             
Durham Waste Disposal 

    site on E. Club Blvd.      

. *** Batteries taken to Durham Waste 
                    Disposal don’t have to be sorted. ***

• Many businesses have drop-off 
    boxes. Find a box and read 
     safety tips to avoid a fire:  
     batterynetwork.org/locator 

• Button cell or coin batteries contain silver 
and mercury so are very toxic. 

• Batteries Plus (various locations in the 
Triangle) will accept any kind of used battery 
from customers. They pay to ship batteries 
to another vendor. 
https://www.batteriesplus.com/recycling

https://batterynetwork.org/locator/
https://www.batteriesplus.com/recycling


14-CAR BATTERIES

• Any service center where you buy a 
new battery will also recycle the old 
one.

•  Advance Auto may give you a $10 
in-store gift card for your used car 
battery.

• Durham Hazardous Waste at 2115 
East Club accepts car batteries.



15-LIGHT BULB DISPOSAL

• Choose wisely! If you use an incandescent         
bulb for 25,000 hours, it would cost ~$225. 
CFLs are around 25% more efficient, and 
LEDs are roughly 75% more efficient.

• Incandescent bulbs last around 1,000 hours 
and CFL bulbs around 10,000 hours, LEDs 
can last up to 50,000 hours.

• Keep bulbs in a sealed, padded container to 
avoid breakage. CFLs contain mercury. 

• Batteries Plus will take any kind of light 
bulb, as long as you are a customer.

• Incandescent bulbs (pictured above) 
can be placed in the trash.

• Example of CFL              and LED 



16-NEW OR GENTLY USED GOODS
Durham has many second-hand stores that take 
donations of clean, reusable clothing, 
accessories, shoes, and household items. 

Goodwill - - -  Salvation Army 
The New Nearly New Shop - - - TROSA 

Pennies for Change - - -  The Scrap Exchange
Durham Rescue Mission

Habitat ReStore (no clothing, accessories, or 
shoes);  accepts good used appliances, furniture, 
various household items, and building materials. 
Call 919-744-2420 for possible large item pick 
up.  https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-
humanity-restores-donation-guidelines 

• For every pair of any gently-used shoes 
donated, DSW Wearhouse will give you points 
towards your VIP account: 
https://www.dsw.com/en/us/content/give-a-
pair 

CLOTHING, SHOES, and 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Stained, yet clean and usable, 
athletic shoes can be donated to 
Bull City Running  Company 
where they are then donated to 
unhoused persons in Durham.
    

                                                                                          South Durham:  Southpoint Crossings         
                                 @ NC 54 & Fayetteville St. 

                                  Downtown: City Place, Washington St
                                  across  from old ballpark

https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.trianglerestores.org/habitat-humanity-restores-donation-guidelines
https://www.dsw.com/en/us/content/give-a-pair
https://www.dsw.com/en/us/content/give-a-pair
https://www.dsw.com/en/us/content/give-a-pair
https://www.dsw.com/en/us/content/give-a-pair
https://www.dsw.com/en/us/content/give-a-pair


17-FABRICS AND ART SUPPLIES:  The Scrap Exchange

• A creative reuse center
• Accepts new and used fabric, yarn, art supplies, 

corks, bottle caps, wheels, gears, gift wrap, 
jewelry (costume, broken, or fancy), craft 
wood, trophies, plaques, ribbon, sewing 
accessories, paper, and anything from which an 
art project might evolve

• Accepts donations 
    T, W, F, Sat 11 – 5:30pm
• Check guidelines for donations here: 

https://www.scrapexchange.org/donations
• Open Tues – Sun: 10:30 am – 6 pm
• 2050 Chapel Hill Road
• Call 919-200-0151

https://www.scrapexchange.org/donations


18-ANIMAL PROTECTION SOCIETY

• Accepts gently used towels and 
blankets with no stuffing 

• Check Up-to-Date Wishlist                          
donate an item to aps

• 2117 E. Club Blvd

• 919-560-0640

 Mon-Tues  10:30am-5pm
 Wed  10:30am-6pm
 Thurs- Fri 10:30am-5pm
 Sat  10:00am-2pm
 Sun  CLOSED

https://www.apsofdurham.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/donate-an-item-to-aps-2.pdf


19-THE GREEN ZONE

• Collection site located in the 
large green bin at WSBC 
back parking lot. There are 
also bins located at Durham 
Transfer station on E. Club 
Blvd. (on the left as you 
drive in).

•  Any clean textile can be 
turned into other products 
such as cleaning rags, pet 
bedding, or recycled into 
other items like insulation.

• The WSBC Creation Care 
Ministry earns $50/month 
from the Green Zone as 
compensation for hosting 
the bin.



20-BUY IN BULK with REUSABLE CONTAINERS
FILLAREE

• Fillaree prevents waste by promoting a closed, circular economy.

• Fillaree is an all natural, organic, eco-friendly factory (home/cleaning products, hair 
products, body product, hand sanitizer) that uses reusable containers.  You can bring your 
own container to any of their locations to refill, or use their bag-bottle hybrids that you 
return each time.

• Shop at https://fillaree.com/.  Or call 984-439-2632 ; you can order and  have items mailed 
to you or pick them up.

• There are multiple locations in Durham to purchase Fillaree products, including Part & 
Parcel, the Durham Co-op, and the Fillaree location on Guess Rd near                               
Carver St.  

• Fillaree is proudly a woman-owned company.

• Hours: Tues – Sat  10 am – 4 pm; online 24/7

https://fillaree.com/


21-PART AND PARCEL       https://www.pnpdurham.com/

  

• Part and Parcel is a bulk store offering grocery, home
 cleaning supplies, & personal care products.
• 1901 Chapel Hill Rd (across from Lakewood Shopping Center)
• Hours:   Tuesday through Friday from 9:30 am to 6:30 pm
      Saturdays from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm
• It serves as a model of neurodiversity through inclusive employment while 

seeking to reduce packaging waste and contribute to equitable food systems 
• The  donated jars and lids are processed in a commercial washing facility so that 

you can use the jars for products in the store if you don’t bring your own 
containers 

    * They accept only glass jars.    * Opening should be  1.5" D.   
    * Lids must be included.    * No wine, liquor, or beer bottles.
    * Please no jars that have contained garlic.        * Jars must have been washed.
    * Labels do not need to be removed, but THEY CANNOT BE STICKY.
    * Jars can be placed in a bin outside the front door only during business hours. 
.

https://www.pnpdurham.com/


22-COMPOSTING OPTIONS
• Composting is nature’s way of recycling and will 

reduce our trash, address climate change, and 
build healthy soil.

• WSBC contracts for two large composting carts. 
You may bring your scraps to the WSBC carts for 
free or pay for weekly/bi-weekly pickup at your 
home.

• CompostNow is a commercial composting 
company that allows many more items than your 
backyard composting. This program is a circular 
economy model.  With an individual subscription, 
you can request compost or donate to a 
community garden.

• Compost Services for Homes and Apartments | 
CompostNow

There are many options for Durham 
residents who want to compost more 
effectively, including free collection 
sites in the City and paid services 
like Compost Now and The 
ReCollective (slide 7). 

https://www.compostnow.org/services/for-your-home
https://www.compostnow.org/services/for-your-home
https://www.compostnow.org/services/for-your-home
https://us.list-manage.com/HddSLZZSVJb?e=8a1ff2edea&c2id=624508192ceba6827d4c812182f460a0
https://us.list-manage.com/HddSLZZSVJb?e=8a1ff2edea&c2id=624508192ceba6827d4c812182f460a0
https://us.list-manage.com/2bDXQXjTAml?e=8a1ff2edea&c2id=624508192ceba6827d4c812182f460a0
https://us.list-manage.com/jwIVHV5wUIW?e=8a1ff2edea&c2id=624508192ceba6827d4c812182f460a0
https://us.list-manage.com/jwIVHV5wUIW?e=8a1ff2edea&c2id=624508192ceba6827d4c812182f460a0
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