
 As the new chair, and on behalf of 

the Missions Committee, I want to take 

this opportunity to thank you for reading 

the Compassion in Action newsletter and 

for your support of missions at Watts 

Street. We are looking forward to seeing 

and hearing from more of you this year! 

In the October WattsLine the 

Stewardship Committee posed this 

question to the congregation: How will 

WSBC share God’s love in 2016?  It 

starts with one. We hope you will join us 

by answering, “It starts with me.” 

 Not surprisingly, the Missions 

Committee is asking the same question 

this year. We know that sharing God’s 

love can be carried out through much 

needed financial offerings; however, it 

also includes serving others through 

mission activities by giving of one’s 

heart and time.  In late August, twenty 

WSBC members attended a retreat, 

spending the day together reflecting on 

what missions at Watts Street means to 

them, what the purpose of our Missions 

Committee should be, and, what our 

goals for the next couple of years should 

be as we strive to create and manage new 

energy for missions at Watts Street. 

 A major focus of our committee will 

be finding ways to help all Watts Street 

members identify opportunities where 
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A Word from Our Missions Committee Chair 
[Paula Januzzi-Godfrey is the Missions Committee Chair for 2015 – 2016 and offers 
these thoughts from the Missions Retreat, held on August 29.] 
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they as individuals or as a family unit 

can be an active participant in sharing 

God’s love through missions. One of the 

themes that came out of the retreat was 

the importance of fostering deeper 

connections through our mission 

activities both within and outside of our 

church community.  We understand 

some of the barriers, time limitations 

and other reasons people may feel they 

cannot do more, but we are committed 

to helping more Watts Street members 

find ways that work for them to be 

involved in reaching out and connecting 

with others.  

 As you may know, we provide 

funding support to over 60 

organizations and groups through our 

missions budget. This month we will be 

restarting the process of contacting each 

of these organizations to learn more 

about them and how they use the funds 

that we provide. If you have any 

connections with a group or 

organization that Watts Street supports 

financially, with volunteer efforts, or if 

you have personal connections with 

them, please feel free to reach out to 

someone on the Missions Committee to 

share your experience with us. There is 

a list of names of current Missions 

Committee members on the back page 

of this newsletter. 
 

addressed over the next two years 

include affordable housing, jobs and 

living wages, education and oppor- 

tunities for youth. WSBC has supported 

Durham  CAN  since 2005.  To learn 

more visit www.durhamcan.org.  
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About One World Market 

 

Compassion in Action 

 

 One World Market (OWM), a fair 

trade store located on Ninth Street in 

Durham, began in the fellowship hall of 

WSBC over twenty years ago. It has 

grown over the years and is managed by 

two young women who are passionate 

about fair trade. WSBC currently has three 

members serving on their volunteer board 

of directors, Steve Booth, Paula Januzzi-

Godfrey and Hanne Rogers. They are 

working closely with OWM to build 

awareness in the Durham community 

about fair trade.  

 This work is also closely aligned with 

the El Salvador Mission Group, as they 

continue building relationships with our 

sister church, Emmanuel Bautista in San 

Salvador. OWM has agreed to host a 

fundraising event to benefit the Cal Pipil 

Youth Center in San Salvador. The center 

is run by Emmanuel Church, and their goal 

is to build a culture of peace for youth in 

El Salvador. WSBC Youth have worked 

with Cal Pipil youth during a mission 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

trip to El Salvador. Cal Pipil is in need of 

financial support in order to keep their 

doors open and, hopefully, begin to have 

paid staff.  On Sunday, October 25, come 

to One World Market between 12 noon 

and 5:00 p.m. to support this joint venture 

to show solidarity for the culture of peace 

in El Salvador!  There will be coffee 

(highly recommended!) from El Salvador 

for sale, as well as beautiful photo 

notecards from El Salvador. Ten percent 

of sales from all regular merchandise will 

be donated to Cal Pipil.  

 Our annual One World Market 

Holiday Shopping Day will be held on 

Sunday, November 22 from 12 noon to 

5:00 p.m.  This is a time when WSBC 

members receive a 10% discount 

throughout the store. It is a perfect place 

to purchase holiday gifts and decorations 

crafted from artists in developing 

countries and to show your support for 

fair trade and One World Market. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Mark your 

calendar for 

upcoming OWM 

events: October 25 

and November 22 
 

Ron's Band Celebration at the Raleigh Unit  
[Jennifer Garst, Chair of the Prison Ministry Mission Group, shares her perspective on the 

service at the Raleigh Unit of the NC Correctional Institution for Women with Ron’s Band.]  

  Do you think that Ron Landfried 

could ever have envisioned that the band 

that he sought comfort in following his 

cancer diagnosis could become such a 

source of comfort and joy for the women 

incarcerated at the Raleigh Unit?  Well, 

that is exactly what happened Sunday, 

October 4, 2015, at the Raleigh Unit 

evening service led by Pastor Sarah Jobe 

and the WSBC Prison Ministry Mission 

Group and featuring a musical spiritual 

journey lead by our very own Watts 

Street Ron's Band.  We explored the 

concept of having faith that God is 

leading us to a better place, that we may 

just need to stop sometimes to rest and                  

 

 

 

re-group and that by faith, God will lead us 

to our destiny - but we've got to work hard to 

“keep the devil Way Down in the Hole!”  

Hebrews 11: 8-12 was our guide, and the 

boys in the band led us on a path from song 

to song throughout the service, often narrated 

with pearls of wisdom from Curtis Freeman, 

John Lehman, Darryl Powell, and Bill 

McCraw.  Several women shared their 

testimonies and, as always, I was impressed 

by the intelligence and insight of the women 

sharing their stories.  Tina clearly has a talent 

for writing and expressing emotions in a 

powerful way with words.  I once again 

found myself wondering how in the world 

this poised woman ended up in prison and 

realizing that there are so many life situations 

that could hurl any one of us down this path   
 

 

 

 

(continued on p. 3) 

“…there are so 

many life situations 

that could hurl any 

one of us down this 

path …”  
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at any given moment.  The women definitely need at 

at any given moment. The women definitely need 

our love, and they need some joy and encouragement 

in their lives.  They are constantly reminded that they 

have done something wrong, but there is clearly so 

much potential for doing many things right in the 

Hope Center.  So we all sang together to the 

wonderful sounds and voices of Ron's Band, and we 

all acknowledged our challenges, our needs, our 

goals, and that every single one of us is on a journey 

and is held close in God's love no matter where we 

lay our heads this night.  

  The next meeting of the Prison Ministry 

Mission Group will be on Wednesday, November 6, 

at 6:15 p.m. in Room 104A at WSBC.  This meeting 

   
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

is to plan for the New Year's Eve service at the  Raleigh 

Unit and also to plan for the next year of prison 

ministry at WSBC.  

  In order to enter the prison and participate in our 

ministry there, volunteers need to complete Blue Card 

volunteer training, a two-hour session at the prison.  

The next Blue Card training will be in early December 

2015, and participants will need to be registered and 

have a background check done two weeks prior to that 

training event.  

  If you are interested in joining the WSBC prison 

ministry to bring hope and light to those who may need 

it the most, please contact Jennifer Garst at 

jennifer.garst@duke.edu. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Recycling Medical Equipment to HELP Durham 
 [From the August 2015 CIA Newsletter: HELP for Durham, a new service of Project Access of 

Durham County, is being launched through the efforts of Bob Roghelia, Bebe Guill, Anne Drennan, 

Mitch Heflin, Emily and Ralph McCoy, and other Durham citizens. HELP will offer free durable 

medical equipment for loan to uninsured and underinsured residents of Durham County.] 

 
The Health Equipment Loan Program 

(HELP) of Project Access of Durham 

County, will accept gently-used 

equipment, e.g., bedside commodes, 

walkers, wheelchairs, canes, crutches, 

tub benches, etc., on Saturday, October 

10, from 10:00 a.m, – 3:00 p.m. at the 

Scrap Exchange at Lakewood Shopping 

Center, 2000 Chapel Hill Road. Another 

donation date is scheduled for Saturday, 

November 14.  Donations are tax 

deductible. The loan program will start 

in January 2016. For more information 

or questions, contact 919-470-7281 or 

help@projectaccessdurham.org. 

 

 
 

Donations accepted 

October 10 and 

November 14,       

10 am to 3 pm  

Durham CAN Public Assembly – October 26 
  

Durham CAN (Congregations, Associations and Neighborhoods) will convene a public Assembly of Delegates to be held 

on Monday, October 26, 7:00-8:30 p.m. at the Duke Memorial United Methodist Church, 504 W. Chapel Hill Street, 

Durham. Candidates for the Durham City Council and Mayor will be present to discuss community issues of concern to 

the delegates. Watts Street Baptist Church pledged 10-12 attendees at this Public Assembly. For information contact Bob 

Kruhm at 919-544-3719 or rkruhm@nc.rr.com. 

 

 

Ron’s Band at the Raleigh Unit (continued) 

 

WSBC member Bebe Guill helps with 

the collection of equipment for the 

opening of HELP. 
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Volunteer for Habitat’s New Build 
  

 
 WSBC has a new Habitat build!  We will 

be partnering with two outstanding 

congregations - Triangle Presbyterian and 

Trinity Avenue Presbyterian – to build a new 

Habitat house at 107 Robertson Street, a 

build in recognition of WSBC’s 30 years of 

Habitat participation.   The kick-off service 

will be on-site on Saturday, October 17, at 

11:30 a.m.  Crews of 10 will work Saturday 

mornings (8:30 – 11:30) and Saturday 

afternoons (12:30 – 3:30) with an estimated 

completion date of December 19.   

 In order to participate, all workers will 

need to complete the Habitat volunteer 

signup online at  https://habitatdurham. 

volunteerconnect.com/3Churches/full.  You 

will be asked to select the shifts that you are 

able to work, and you will need to set up an 

account using your e-mail address and  

   

 

 

 

 

complete the Volunteer Wavier Form.  

Volunteering one or two shifts each month 

would be a great help. 

 Watts Streeters have worked with 

Triangle Presbyterian before and found 

them to be excellent partners; we look 

forward to building relationships with our 

neighbors at Trinity Avenue Presbyterian.  

The construction supervisor for this build is 

also a person we have worked with before; 

he is excellent and provides a safe and 

productive site experience for all volunteers.  

Please join us as we go forth and proclaim 

the Gospel through our work, bringing a 

new life to a family in our community.  For 

more information, please contact Steve 

Booth at (919)740-9877 or 

spbooth@mindspring.com. 

 

 

  

 

Join a Habitat 

Celebration at the 

Church Picnic at 

the Lutz Farm on 

October 10 

Sharing an Affirming Welcome! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 “God Adores You . . . and so does 

Watts Street Baptist Church” is the message 

we shared at the NC Pride Parade on 

September 26.  Despite the drizzle, more 

than a dozen Watts Streeters marched the 

two-mile route past thousands gathered for 

North Carolina’s state-wide LGBTQ 

celebration.  Spirits were high even if the 

banners (and marchers) were soggy.  WSBC 

participation has been a regular feature of 

NC Pride Parades for over a decade. 
 A poster display and information table 

at the NC Gay and Lesbian Film Festival in 

August also extended an affirming welcome 

to our congregation.  The film festival is a 

week-long event at Durham’s Carolina 

Theatre.  It attracts the LGBTQ community 

and friends from throughout the region.  

The WSBC film festival display and the 

WSBC Pride Parade contingent are both 

coordinated by the Peace and Reconciliation 

Mission Group.  For more information, 

contact Gordon Whitaker, 

whitakergordon@gmail.com. 
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ABCUSA Biennial Mission Summit   
[Watts Street was well-represented at the ABCUSA 2015 Biennial Mission Summit.  Attendees 

included Dorisanne Cooper, Fran Langstaff, Russ Ames, and Bill and Mary Jane Salyers.  This 

article is primarily from Bill Salyers’ perspective.] 

. 

 
 Thanks to an anonymous gift and 

support from the Denominational Relations 

Committee, Bill and Mary Jane Salyers 

attended the American Baptist Churches 

USA 2015 Biennial Mission Summit in 

Overland Park, Kansas, June 26 – 28.  Bill 

noted, “Both of us look back on the event 

with wonder at the progress American 

Baptists have made in the 56 years since I 

became an American Baptist pastor.  Every 

plenary speaker at the Biennial spoke 

strongly for racial justice, peace with justice, 

women in ministry, and openness to all 

people without restriction. Our future as a 

denomination looks bright. We will soon 

have new leadership with the retirement of 

General Secretary A. Roy Medley and 

American Baptist Home Mission Societies 

Executive Director Aidsand Wright-Riggins. 

I do hope that more Watts Street folks come 

to appreciate American Baptists and the 

difference they make in the world. They 

operate and speak at a national and 

international level not available to a local 

church like ours, but they speak truth to 

power in our name.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 Four plenary worship sessions were 

structured around transformation by, in, 

through, and for the journey.   

- Friday evening, June 26, 2015 – 

Transformed BY the Journey – Dr. 

Amy K. Butler 
 Dr. Butler gave a passionate historical 

review of racism, slavery, and 

injustice. She called racism and 

slavery the original sin of America. 

American Baptists need to lead the 

effort to dismantle racism and white 

supremacy in America.  Black lives 

matter. Too many precious black lives 

are lost too often. We must speak 

truth to power about our gun culture 

and violence. The Supreme Court 

made a right and just decision to 

legalize marriage for ALL Americans. 

As we confront our own sin and the 

original sin of America, we shall 

build equality for all. Transformation 

by the journey is now the challenge to 

American Baptists. Let’s head home 

transformed and energized! 

- Saturday evening, June 27, 2015 – 

Transformed IN the Journey – Dr. 

A. Roy Medley  
 New light continually breaks forth 

from scripture illuminating social 

justice and the dream of the beloved 

community. Race and slavery seen 

through the light of scripture become 

unacceptable. Baptist reading of 

scripture made Baptists pioneers for 

social justice. This most diverse of 

denominations must accept every 

person with love and respect. 

American Baptists coined the term 

“Eco-Justice” and will lead the way 

against a “Dixie cup theology” of use 

and abuse of our world. Consumption 

has limits. American Baptists even 

now are forming a creation justice   

 
   

 

  

 

 

“We shall 

overcome, but we 

ain’t there yet.” 

Watts Streeters 

Dorisanne Cooper, 

Russ Ames, Fran 

Langstaff, Mary 

Jane Salyers and 

Bill Salyers at the 

ABCUSA Biennial 

Mission Summit 

 



 

  

ABCUSA Biennial Mission Summit  (continued) 

 

  
 

justice and the dream of the beloved community. 

Race and slavery seen through the light of 

scripture become unacceptable. Baptist reading of 

scripture made Baptists pioneers for social justice. 

This most diverse of denominations must accept 

every person with love and respect. American 

Baptists coined the term “Eco-Justice” and will 

lead the way against a “Dixie cup theology” of use 

and abuse of our world. Consumption has limits. 

American Baptists even now are forming a 

creation justice network to work for peace with 

justice in the world. We all have skin in this game 

to get this race thing right in America - Black lives 

matter. Equality belongs to all people! Racism 

depends on good people doing nothing. We can’t 

afford to be that kind of “good people.” 

 

Sunday morning, June 28, 2015 – Transformed 

THROUGH the Journey – Dr. Aidsand 

Wright-Riggins 
On the streets of inner cities, “Forget you!” serves 

as a non-violent dismissive form of disrespect. Not 

“Forget you!,” but “Forgive you!” Do not let the 

injustice define us! Forgiveness exposes evil for 

what it is and invokes the power of forgiving love 

as an alternative. We must abandon terrorizing 

exclusion in favor of energizing inclusion. 

The Charleston message: They can kill us, but they 

can never harm us. We still live in a yet-to-be 

“United” States. In time we shall overcome, but 

we ain’t there yet! 

 

Sunday evening, June 28, 2015 – Transformed 

FOR the Journey – Dr. Don Ng 
We need to be transformed for the journey. Our 

lesson from Mark features a story within a story; a 

healing within a healing. Will I be healed? Truth is 

that some will be healed; some will not be healed. 

May we find healing for ourselves that we may 

share healing with others excluding none. Story 

within story; healing within healing can be our 

story as well. Beyond healing, acceptance and 

inclusion can provide new life. We need one 

another. An independent Baptist is an oxymoron; a 

contradiction in terms. I need you in order to be 

myself. No need to fear troubling Jesus. Don’t 

fear, only believe. If you have trouble with women 

in ministry, Jesus wants to heal you. If you have 

trouble with people of different sexual 

orientations, Jesus wants to heal you. 

Forgiveness is the only way we can be healed 

and become the beloved community. We are 

transformed for the journey.  

 

In addition to the four plenary worship 

sessions the 2015 Biennial Mission Summit offered 

many opportunities for discussion and access to 

informative exhibits that highlighted American 

Baptists in ministry around the country and around 

the world.  Meal events especially showcased 

American Baptists at work. These included: 

- American Baptist Home Mission Societies 

Luncheon with Rev. Yamina Apolinaris 

- International Ministries Luncheon with an 

innovative international news desk review of 

worldwide work 

- Baptist World Alliance Breakfast introducing 

many Baptist ministries in other countries 

- Roger Williams Fellowship Dinner outlining a 

great history of promoting peace 

- AWAB Dinner with David Gushee on 

“Changing Our Minds” 

- Baptist Peace Fellowship Breakfast with Dr. J. 

Alfred Smith, Jr., speaking on the Black Lives 

Matter Movement 

Bill added, “Mary Jane and I became American 

Baptists in July 1959. I served in ministry and 

chaplaincy as an American Baptist. The 

denomination has moved significantly from our 

introduction to it 56 years ago. In the ten years 

since the Denver Biennial in 2005, the 

denomination has moved significantly beyond its 

struggle with fundamentalists. In 2005, we seemed 

timid about welcoming and affirming folks who 

were different. With this Biennial each plenary 

session presented strong statements for inclusion, 

equality, peace, and social justice. Black lives 

matter. Racism continues as the sin we need to 

overcome.  

“More than usual, Mary Jane and I left this 

Biennial with a sense of excitement about the 

impressive work of American Baptists. More than 

ever we rejoice that we became ‘recovering 

Southern Baptists’ 56 years ago. As Aidsand 

Wright-Riggins said, and I paraphrase, ‘We shall 

overcome, but we ain’t there yet.’ Transformed by, 

in, through, and for the journey, we rejoice that we 

make the journey with American Baptists.” 
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Youth Service/Learning: Full of Surprises! 
  

 
were students in her class.  In only two hours, we 

met as strangers and left as friends.  Meanwhile, 

Jenny Leinbach found herself in a fascinating 

theological discussion with three of the IHN moms 

and Duke Memorial volunteer, Stephen Gunter, who 

is a professor at Duke Divinity School.  And still 

elsewhere, Addison Oliver, Joe Heflin, and Patrick 

Connelly delighted in getting the kitchen cleaned in 

record time.  Special thanks to Stella Smith and the 

Wednesday Night Church Supper crew for 

preparing the meal for us to serve! 

  We are learning that when we open ourselves up 

to serving our neighbors, we are finding wonderful 

surprises along the way: we learn new things, meet 

new people, and have our hearts warmed and 

enlarged in new and exciting ways! 

    

 

. 

  

 

   

 

 

 On August 20, the Watts Street youth had the 

opportunity to serve the evening meal at Urban 

Ministries.  When asked why she volunteered, Evelyn 

Ritz said, “Usually the mission projects are the most 

interesting parts of my week…something unusual 

always happens!”  On this night, we were amazed and 

humbled to serve supper to 294 people.  Many people 

expressed gratitude, most were silent, and at least one 

person tried to sneak some seconds.  Another surprise 

for Evelyn was getting to meet and volunteer alongside 

Fern Piromsantikorn, an exchange student from Thailand 

who is living with the Branscom-Heflin family.  It was 

fun getting to know Fern, who said she had never 

experienced anything like this in Thailand.  We are 

grateful to the Sojourners Sunday School class for 

allowing us to assist on this night and to Margaret 

Mathes for leading our serving crew.     

  On September 16, the youth traveled to Duke 

Memorial UMC to serve supper and host guests with the 

Interfaith Hospitality Network.  Serving at IHN is a 

different and more intimate experience. There were three 

families present, including five children.  Georgia 

Chotas was surprised at the strong connection she felt 

with the people, especially the kids.  One little girl 

enjoyed pretending she was the teacher and the youth 

 

 
 

Youth Group at IHN – serving and hosting 

. 
 

Madi Jakes, Evelyn Ritz, Fern Piromsantikorn helping to serve 

a meal at Urban Ministries 

. 
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Environmental 

Contact: Greg Palmer 

senorpalmer@gmail.com 

Habitat for Humanity of 

Durham 

Contact: Steve Booth 

Phone: 477-1843 

spbooth@mindspring.com 

AIDS Care Team 

Contact: Greg Palmer 

senorpalmer@gmail.com 

Hannah Ministry 

Hannah.ministry.wsbc@gmai

l.com 

Durham CAN 

Contact: Bob Kruhm 

Phone: 544-3719 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com 

Childcare Initiative 

Contact: Amy Rublein, 

Chuck Clifton 

arublein@mindspring.com 

cliftonc@gmail.com 

El Salvador 

Contact: Clark Godfrey 

Phone: 490-8435 

cgodfrey24@aol.com 

Meals on Wheels 
[As a WSBC Mission Partner, Meals on Wheels received a 2015 donation of $1.650.] 

  
  Five WSBC members gathered in 

the Urban Avenue parking lot at 8:00 

a.m. on Tuesday, September 22, for a 

trip to Meals on Wheels.  They helped 

package 395 meals for the elderly and 

disabled in Durham and were back at 

the church before 10:00!  Meals on 

Wheels of Durham, Inc. is a non-profit 

agency committed to enhancing the 

quality of life for eligible homebound 

adults in our community. The mission 

of MoW is to serve the elderly, frail, 

disabled, convalescing and others who 

cannot provide proper nutrition for 

themselves.  Meals on Wheels started 

in Durham in 1969 as a project of 

Durham Congregations in Action, and 

Watts Street was part of that beginning.  

Watch for more opportunities to 

participate and/or go to their website 

(http://www.mowdurham.org/) to 

explore opportunities to volunteer.  For 

further information, contact Bob Kruhm, 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com. 

 

 

 

Missions Committee:  The congregation is encouraged to seek information from Mission Committee members and 

to provide feedback on current or possible mission projects.  2015-2016 Missions Committee Members include: 

Paula Januzzi-Godfrey, Chair, Susan Brooks, Juliana Caldwell, Marcie Fisher-Borne, Kirsten Kruhm, Fran 

Langstaff, Jenny Leinbach, Bill McCraw, Bill Salyers, and Ginny Wiggins. Ideas for Mission Baskets? Contact 

Susan Brooks or Bill McCraw.  Ideas for Minute for Missions?  Contact Fran Langstaff. 

 

Watts Streeters Ginny Wiggins, Bob and 

Jeanne Kruhm, Becky Dodson, and David 

May joined in a trip to Meals on Wheels.   

 

 If you have ever found yourself in conflict, you are not alone! Conflict is an 

inevitable part of human life, something we all know well. Discover conflict's positive 

side and some tools for handling it in constructive ways on Sunday, October 11 at 

9:45 in the Fellowship Hall.  LeDayne McLeese Polaski will lead an interactive 

workshop on conflict transformation during the Sunday School hour. 

 LeDaye is Executive Director of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America 

(BPFNA).  She will share with us BPFNA's worldwide conflict transformation 

training. She is a graduate of Duke Divinity School and was ordained at Watts Street.  

LeDayne will also present the Minute for Mission in support of BPFNA’s peace-

building work at morning worship.  LeDayne will join us for lunch after worship to 

discuss various BPFNA projects.  The lunch is sponsored by the Peace and 

Reconciliation Mission Group and all are welcome! 

 

Transforming Conflict  

 

 

http://www.mowdurham.org/

