
 

 

 

The ascension cloud  
confounded Jesus’ first disciples  

as it took him from their presence. 

But that famous cloud did something else. 
It lifted their eyes above the flatness of life. 

It raised their imagination  
above the predictability of their days. 

It forced them to take the  
Holy Spirit’s power seriously. 

Challenged with the unknown  
and plunged back  

into demanding discipleship,  
this fragile little community  

would now find its strength from prayer  
and its lead from  

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

— Peter W. Marty 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MAY 28, 2017 

ASCENSION SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Prelude in G Major” .......................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Why do you look upward? 

People:   Our Lord has been taken away into heaven. 

Minister:   Look around you.  What do you see? 

People:   There are so many places where the love of God is needed. 

Minister:   Look beyond you.  Where will you go? 

People:   Christ calls us to go into the world, bringing God’s healing love to all. 

*Hymn 25: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”........................................ LOBE DEN HERREN 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Let us turn to God to find the Source of our life, forgiveness and hope. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

 

 

___________________________________________ 
* If able, please stand. 

No flash photography.  Please silence electronic devices.   



Corporate Confession: Loving God, you have shown yourself to us in Jesus—

compassionate and kind, faithful and loving, gracious, hospitable, open.  While you 

direct us to follow in his way and embrace the qualities that marked his life, we 

confess that we often stumble and fall.  Have mercy on us.  Forgive our failings.  

Encourage us to start again, trusting that what we have seen in Jesus is true, and that 

nothing can separate us from your love.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle: Ephesians 1:15-23  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

New Testament: Acts 1:1-11   

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Jesus Has Left the Building” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?  There is no one but us.  There is no one 

to send nor a pure heart on the face of the earth but only us, a generation 

comforting ourselves with the notion that we have come at an awkward time.  But 

there is no one but us.  There never has been.     —Annie Dillard 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but 

yours.  Yours are the eyes through which Christ’s compassion is to look out to 

the earth, 

People: Yours are the feet by which He is to go about doing good and yours are the 

hands by which He is to bless us now.    —St. Teresa of Avila 

Receiving Gifts 

Anthem: “How Firm a Foundation” .............................................................arr. John Rutter 

Grey Lehman, tenor 

 



*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ is alive!  This be our song!  To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 595: “Be Thou My Vision” ............................................................................. SLANE 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Fugue in G Major” .......................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

CHURCH STAFF:  Sue Alexander, Assistant Secretary; Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior 

Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Mary Elizabeth Hanchey, Interim Director of Children’s 

Music Ministries; Diane Eubanks Hill, Minister with Adults; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with 

Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

   


