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Watts Street on Mission! – Saturday, May 20
Join us for a dynamic, inter-generational, congregationwide, hands-on day of service working through our
ongoing Mission Groups and Mission
Partners. We have 10 different project
sites this year and you can sign up
beginning April 30 (at the Beach
Retreat). We invite all Watts Streeters
to participate as we “use our gifts to
serve God and neighbor”!
Project sites include:
 Diaper Bank of NC – Pack diapers for
distribution to families in need
 Ellerbe Creek Trail Cleanup – Pick up litter on
the trail and in the creek bed
 Families Moving Forward – Organize the FMF
donations “store”
 Fellowship Hall Projects – Assemble “Blast Off
to Kindergarten” kits, make cards for
homebound friends, send greetings to our sister
church in El Salvador, tie baby blankets, stock
“blessing bags” for homeless, etc.
 Habitat for Humanity – Help with a Habitat
house build
 Meals on Wheels – Prepare sandwiches that will
be frozen and delivered in coming months to

We’re Headed to Ft. Caswell!

A great group of Watts Street people – of all ages – is
headed for the All Ages Beach Retreat this week-end at
Ft. Caswell on the coast of NC. During our week-end
together we’ll enjoy community time, a Saturday
morning interactive theme focus, time on the beach, long
walks, reading on the porches, the Saturday night Talent
Xtravaganza, Sunday morning worship, spirited singing,
and getting to know lots of WS people better as we work
side by side on meals. Please pray for this group as we
travel and as we spend time together.
Thanks to Chuck Clifton and
David Heist for coordinating
registration and room assignments,
John and Wanda BurtonCrutchfield and Charlotte and
Meredith Lundy for coordinating
food, and Matt Hanchey for
emceeing the Talent Xtravaganza.







senior adults with limited mobility
Nursing Homes – Visit and sing with residents
Prison Ministry – Create a liturgical banner and
make cards for women imprisoned at The
Raleigh Center
Reality Ministries – Join friends from Reality
Ministries for a Reality W orks candle making
inventory push
Wheel Chair Ramp – Build a ramp for a family
connected with Reality Ministries
Watts Street on Mission Support – Prepare and
serve food for Watts Street on Mission
volunteers!

IMPORTANT DATES
Sunday, April 30
Sign-ups for projects begin (signup posters will be in the hallway
leading to the Fellowship Hall).
Sunday, May 10
Project sign-up deadline.
Sunday, May 20
“Watts Street on Mission!”
8:00 a.m. Gather at WSBC for breakfast
and prayers.
8:30 a.m. Depart for mission sites around
Durham.
12:00 p.m. Return to church to eat lunch and
share mission experiences.

Youth Spring
‘Bucket Auction’
Fund-raiser!

Sunday, May 7 at 12:15
p.m. in the fellowship hall
No cost for lunch
Enjoy an afternoon party
with finger foods and sweet treats as you bid on some
outstanding auction items. We’ll have some big ticket
items up for bid through a live auction as well as many
baskets, gift certificates, and services available through
bucket auction raffle. Church family: if you’d like to
make a donation for this year’s auction (ex. weekend at
vacation home, tickets to an event, gift certificates, etc.),
please contact Kelly Sasser by April 30. All proceeds go
to support our 2017 Youth Summer Mission
Experiences. Thank you for your support!
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News Briefs
Sanctuary Hearing Project

We’ve been aware for some time of the need to improve
sound in the sanctuary for worshippers with hearing
loss. The sense of isolation that accompanies hearing
loss is painful. A group of interested Watts Street
members has met several times to compile information.
We are excited to have identified an inexpensive system
with a good bit of promise and hope to have it up and
running in the near future. Watch for more information.

Denominational Relations Committee

Here’s a listing of our Spring and Summer Baptist
meetings:
 April 28-30, Alliance of Baptists Annual
Gathering, Pullen Memorial, Raleigh. http://
allianceofbaptists.org/NewsAndEvents/
event_detail/1151
 June 26-30, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
(CBF) General Assembly, Atlanta GA. http://
www.cbf.net/general-assembly/
 June 30-July 2, American Baptist (ABC)
Mission Summit, Portland OR.
http://americanbaptists2017.weebly.com/
If you’re able to attend any of these, contact Dave
Connelly or the church staff.

Weekly Wednesday Night Suppers

The Wednesday Night Supper line opens at 5:30 p.m.
Make reservations in the Friendship Register by the
Sunday prior, or by contacting the church office by
Monday before noon. At 6:00 p.m. we begin
community time. Music ministry for children in
preschool, and for those in kindergarten and first grades
begins at 6:00 p.m. (Please invite families with young
choir children to the front of the food line.). At 6:15
p.m., following the community time, children in 2nd –
5th grades go to music, youth gather for Youth Service
Learning, and adults are invited to the following
options:
 May 3 – All ages are invited to the sanctuary to
enjoy a performance by Ron’s Band, composed
of four Watts Street members--Curtis Freeman,
John Lehman, Bill McCraw, and Daryll Powell.
Named in honor of Ron Landfried, a WS
member who died nearly six years ago, the band
covers a variety of song genres. Ron's Band is
proud to participate in the WS mission to the NC
Correctional Institute for Women in Raleigh.
 May 10 – Focus groups on WSBC’s
relationships with our neighbors.
 May 17 – End-of-year Children’s Choir
Celebration.
May 17 is the final Wednesday Night Supper of the
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spring. During the summer we’ll have Pot Luck Game
Nights on June 14, July 19, and August 16. Thanks,
once again, to Dick and Barbara Rumer for
coordinating!

May/June Missions Baskets

Books on Break collects books for George Watts
Montessori Elementary students to read during the
summer. Donate new or gently used paperback books,
including novels, chapter books or pictures books, in
English or Spanish for students in grades 1 – 5. Mission
Baskets are in the side foyer and fellowship hall.

May Minute for Mission

Erin McClain from Project Pomegranate will present
our May Minute for Mission. Project Pomegranate
provides non-directive spiritual resources to support
those who have experienced infertility, pregnancy loss,
or infant death, and to engender this support in their
faith communities. You can learn more about Project
Pomegranate and explore the resources they offer at
http://projectpomegranate.org/.

Eat Dessert First!

Three Eat Dessert First events are planned in the next
few months following Sunday worship. Enjoy cookies
and lemonade, along with time for conversation. Make
connections with new folks and strengthen existing
friendships. Thanks to our deacons for sponsoring these
events. The first Eat Dessert First event is June 4.

WSBC Fall Bazaar – Anniversary
Edition!

Mark your calendars for the 40th annual Watts Street
Fall Bazaar on Saturday, November 4! If you are able
to sew, make handmade craft items, donate artwork or
photography, bake cakes or other sweet treats, or work
the concession stand, we’d love to have your support.
It’s not too early to start your preparations! Contact
Steve Ritz or Kelly Sasser with questions. Proceeds
support the Good Shepherd Window restoration and our
Youth Summer Mission Experiences.

You're Invited!

Come join the Neighborhood Planning Team to share
your thoughts and ideas about how you connect with
our neighbors (next door, throughout the community or
internationally!) or if you would like to learn more
about connecting with our neighbors. There will be two
Focus Groups to choose from: Thursday, May 4 at
10:30 a.m. or Wednesday, May 10 at 6:30 p.m. Exact
locations at WSBC will be announced at a later date. If
you are interested in attending, please let Sherrill know
or send an email to Paula Januzzi-Godfrey at
januzzip@gmail.com. We hope to see you there!
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Calendar
Monday, May 1
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Adult Education Ministry Committee
7:00 p.m. BSA
Tuesday, May 2
6:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry Committee
7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds Committee
Wednesday, May 3
10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting
1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee: The Lady and the Tramp
5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
5:30 p.m. Supper
6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs
6:15 p.m. Adults: Ron’s Band
6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday, May 4
10:30 a.m. Focus Group – WSBC’s relationships with our
neighbors
Saturday, May 6
9:00 a.m. Set-up for Youth Spring Fundraiser
Sunday, May 7
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching
12:15 p.m. Youth Spring Fund-raiser
5:00 p.m. Ordination Council-Amy Armstrong
5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation
5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group
Monday, May 8
12:00 p.m. Worship Planning
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Personnel Committee
7:00 p.m. Faith Stretchers
7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry Committee
7:00 p.m. BSA
Tuesday, May 9
10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers Fall Planning Meeting
4:00 p.m. WSBC Garden Club
6:30 p.m. Missions Committee
Wednesday, May 10
5:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
5:30 p.m. Supper
6:00 p.m. Children’s Music and Worship Labs
6:15 p.m. Adults: Focus Group – WSBC’s relationships
with our neighbors
6:15 p.m. Youth Service/Learning
6:15 p.m. Youth PASSPORT Team Meeting
7:00 p.m. Reality Ministries Mission Group
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday, May 11
7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully
7:00 p.m. IT Committee
Sunday, May 14
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching
12:15 p.m. Worship and Music Committee
5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation
5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group
Monday, May 15

12:00 p.m. Worship Planning
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Peace & Reconciliation Mission Group
7:00 p.m. Treasurers
7:00 p.m. BSA
Tuesday, May 16
11:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Coordinating Council
12:00 p.m. Book Club:
7:00 p.m. Deacons
Wednesday, May 17
10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting
6:00 p.m. Children’s Music Celebration
6:30 p.m. Supper
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday, May 18
9:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Jordan Lake Excursion
Saturday, May 20
8:00 a.m. Watts Street on Mission
Sunday, May 21
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper preaching
12:15 p.m. Spring Church Meeting
5:00 p.m. Youth Recreation
5:30 p.m. Youth Supper and Youth Group
7:15 p.m. Sr. High Mission Trip Team Meeting
Monday, May 22
12:00 p.m. Worship Planning
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. El Salvador Mission Group
7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee
7:00 p.m. BSA
Tuesday, May 23
7:00 p.m. Church Council
Wednesday, May 24
10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday, May 25
7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
10:30 a.m. Art of Aging Gracefully
Sunday, May 28
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper Preaching
Monday, May 29
HOLIDAY– Church Office Closed
7:00 p.m. BSA
Wednesday, May 31
10:00 a.m. Staff Ministers’ Meeting
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir

Eastertide Worship
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28

Dorisanne Cooper preaching; John 10:1-10
Dorisanne Cooper preaching; Acts 7:54-8:1
Dorisanne Cooper preaching; Acts 17:22-31
Ascension Sunday; Guest Preacher
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Adult Ministry News
Noon Book Club: May 16

Have you considered checking out the WSBC Noon
Book Club? Do it this month for connections with an
engaging group of friends! The Book Club meets on the
third Tuesday of each month in
room 104-A. Emily McCoy (919489-0483, emmccoy@nc.rr.com)
serves as coordinator. Drop-ins are
always welcome to this lively
conversation! The book for May is
The Wright Brothers by David
McCullough.

Jordan Lake Excursion – May 18

Grab your sunscreen and meet at church at 9:00 a.m. on
Thursday, May 18 for a great time with your Watts
Street friends on Jordan Lake! Enjoy a two-hour
excursion on Jordan Lake with Triangle Boat Tours and
Captain Don Watkins. Optional lunch afterwards, on the
way home. Cost: $20 per person.
Register by May 10 by sending a check to the church
office. See Kathy Davis or Diane Eubanks Hill with
questions.

Small Group Opportunity for Adults

Faith Stretchers – This reading and discussion group
meets on the 2nd Monday of each month from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. in room 104-B. Our conversations are

Sunday Ministry Volunteers

May 7
Greeters: Emily Joiner, Rebeca Olmedo
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig
Steve Ross, Alan Williams
Ministry Coordinator: Hope Durack
Nursery: Dawn Eberhard, Shanessa Pride, Barbara Rumer,
Open
Toddlers: Georgia Chotas, Ashlee Crews, Karen Barber
Preschool II: Emma Hitchings, Open, Open
Preschool III: Maggie Chotas, Nick Chotas, Judi Powell
Lock up: Alan Williams
Sound System: Eva Irmy
May 14
Greeters: Jay & Nancy Freeman, Juliana Caldwell
Ushers: Robert Berry, Joe Gary, Bob Hellwig
Steve Ross, Alan Williams
Ministry Coordinator: Mack Wilkins
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, Kacey Reynolds Schedler, Ginny
Wiggins, Open
Toddlers: Brian or Jenny Barrier, Emily Joiner, Kate Patillo
Preschool II: Billy Price, Max Husack, Open
Preschool III: Scott Job, Ted McDaniel, Philip Patillo
Lock up: Ken Rhoads
Sound System: David Tatum
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based on a book selected by the group. It is our hope
that each book we read together will encourage spiritual
growth and community. New members are welcome!
Contact Debra Freeman
(debra_cole_freeman@hotmail.com).

Other Ongoing ‘Drop-in’ Groups for
Adults

Several ongoing groups are offered for Watts Street
adults. You may drop in on any of these groups at any
time.
 Men’s Breakfast gather s on Thur sdays, May
11 and 25, 7:15 a.m., Elmo’s Diner. See Dick
Chorley (rchorley@nc.rr.com, 919-286-1645)
with questions.
 The Art of Aging Gracefully, an ongoing
conversation about the gifts and challenges of
aging, gathers Thursdays, May 11 and 25, 10:30
a.m., room 104-A. Participants have opportunity
to tell their stories and to hear the stories of
others. David May (919-493-2289) serves as
coordinator.
Movie Matinees: Fir st Wednesday Movie Matinees
continue, offered by the Senior Adult Coordinating
Council, and open to all in room 102 at 1:00 p.m. Enjoy
the movie, along with popcorn and soda, as well as time
with your friends! On May 3, we’ll enjoy The Lady and
the Tramp, Disney's musical love story of high- brow
"Lady" and the rascal "Tramp" a delight for all ages, but
especially the young at heart.

May 21
Greeters: Joe Gary/Marsha McKinley, Bob & Diana Jackson
Ushers: Robert Berry, Maggie Chotas, Joe Gary,
Steve Ross, Alan Williams
Ministry Coordinator: Amy Armstrong
Nursery: Shanessa Pride, John Rublein, Tina Ward, Open
Toddlers: Wanda Burton-Crutchfield, Open, Evelyn Ritz
Preschool II: Brian Crews, Joe Heflin, Joy Turner
Preschool III: Emily McCoy, Henry Mitchell, Elizabeth Sasser
Lock up: Mack Wilkins
Sound System: Mike Killam
May 28
Greeters: David Goodman, Lisa & David Rhoades
Ushers: Robert Berry, Rob Damman, Bob Hellwig,
Steve Ross, Ann Stickel
Ministry Coordinator: Esther Soud Parker
Nursery: Anne Claire Broughton, Emily Holloway, Shanessa
Pride, Amy Sauls
Toddlers: Anne Drennan, Kristi Giemza, Hannah Sauls
Preschool II: Matt Hanchey, Allyn Meredith, Sarah Hanchey
Preschool III: Lizzie Ellis-Furlong, Aria Oliver, Open
Lock up: Tim Cline
Sound System: Logan Wilkins
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Children’s Ministry News

them truly heroes in God. We’ll participate in mission
activities, interactive Bible studies, fun recreation, and
dynamic worship and music. To make VBS a success
we need a large team of adult and youth
volunteers. Sign up to help by contacting Kacey
Reynolds Schedler or Esther Soud Parker.

Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast

On Sunday, June 4, the Children’s Education Ministry
committee will host a Children’s Volunteer Appreciation
Breakfast. All Children’s Sunday School teachers,
Second Hour Volunteers, and Children’s Music
Volunteers are welcome to stop by the Fellowship Hall
anytime between 8:45 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. for breakfast.
We thank God for your leadership with our children!

Dayspring

Our summer Sunday School, Dayspring, begins June 25.
Children’s classes are combined in the summer with the
theme Following God from the Shine curriculum. It
takes many volunteers to teach our children over the
summer months. If you would like to volunteer in the
classroom a few Sundays as a shepherd or a lead teacher
please contact Elizabeth Sasser or Esther Soud Parker or
sign up on line at http://bit.ly/WSBCsummer.

Second Hour Ministry

Do you like to rock babies? Sing Jesus Loves Me? Push
children in the swings on the playground? We have
openings in our Second Hour Ministry for the summer
and the 2017/2018 church year . J oin us as we
nurture our youngest each week during worship.
Contact Esther Soud Parker to volunteer.

PASSPORTkids!

On July 9-12, our 3rd – 5th graders travel to Spartanburg,
SC to attend PASSPORTkids! summer camp with
church friends. This year’s theme is “Do. Love. Walk.”
focusing on Micah 6:8, ...what does the Lord require of
you but to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly
with your God? For more information about the camp,
go to www.passportcamps.org.

Children’s Fall Retreat

September 15-17
Camp Willow Run, Littleton, NC
Children in 3rd – 5th grades are invited to a weekend at
Lake Gaston to explore Bible stories, participate in
worship, create fun crafts, play games, swim, fish,
canoe, gaga ball, etc. We even sleep in train cars!
Registration begins June 1. Please contact Esther to
reserve your child’s spot for this fun retreat!

Save the Date
June 4
June 18–22
July 9–12
Sept. 15–17
November 11

Vacation Bible School: Hero Central:
Discover Your Strength in God!

Children, ages 3 years to 5th grade are invited to join us
for VBS, June 18-22. The week’s focus verse is: Do
good! Seek peace and go after it! Psalm 34:14b
(CEB). Children discover their strength in God, explore
God’s mission for their lives, encounter epic adventures
alongside biblical heroes, and realize qualities that make

Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast
Vacation Bible School
PASSPORTKids! Spartanburg, SC
Fall Retreat – Camp Willow Run
CBFNC Children’s Mission Day

A more detailed 2017 Children’s Ministry Calendar is
online at www.wattsstreet.org
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Youth Ministry News
Youth and Parents: How to Help with the
Spring Fund-raiser
Our Spring Bucket Auction Fund-raiser is Sunday,
May 7 at 12:15 p.m.
 We’re asking every youth family to solicit or
provide at least one contribution to the bucket
auction. This could be a gift certificate to
restaurant or business, tickets to an event, gift
basket, etc. One idea is to go in with another
family and provide a “Night Out” package (gift
certificate to dinner and a show plus
babysitting!). Have fun and be creative with
this!
 Youth: we’re selling homemade cookies,
brownies, and cupcakes for dessert. If you can
make a dozen or two, please let Kelly know!
 Join us for the Decorating Party on Saturday,
May 6 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in the
fellowship hall.
 Invite family and friends to come to the
auction!!!

Thank You! Thank You!






To the 30 youth who participated in the Youth
Sunday service on March 26! Through your
songs, readings, prayers, and reflections, you
helped us encounter the Jesus who healed the
blind man and who continues to open our eyes in
so many ways today. Youth Choir, you sounded
stronger than ever! Thank you so much for your
hard work and faithfulness. The John 9 skit was
very effective and you all did a beautiful job of
communicating this Gospel story. Ridge and
Joe, your senior reflections brought it all home
and challenged us to look for ways that God is at
work in the world. Thank you all for your
willingness to lead worship and give of
yourselves at Watts Street.
To the youth who participated in the CROP Walk
on April 2. It was a beautiful day to raise money
and awareness for Church World Service’s
efforts to reduce hunger in Durham and around
the world!
To the youth who led the chapel service at the
Murdoch Center on April 5. We had a good time
with the residents and staff as we celebrated
spring and offered praise to God for creation!

PASSPORT Youth Missions Camp

July 10-15, 2017
Furman University, Greenville, SC
www.passportcamps.org
Team Meeting: Wednesday, May 10 at 6:15 p.m.
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Senior High Hurricane Matthew
Recovery Trip

Warsaw, NC
June 25-30
Team Meeting: Sunday, May 21 at 7:15 p.m.

Sunday, June 4 is Graduate Sunday!

High school seniors, we would like to honor you with a
special recognition during the morning worship service!
Please bring your cap and gown and meet in the chapel
at 10:45 a.m. After the service, we’ll go out to lunch
and celebrate! Your families are invited to come,
too! Congratulations on your accomplishments! W e are
very proud of you!

Mark Your Calendars for “The Wattsies”!
All youth, parents, and youth ministry volunteers are
cordially invited to the umpteenth annual Wattsie
Awards/End of the Year Youth Ministry Celebration on
Sunday, June 4! The party runs from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
with supper included. Join us for a preview of our
Summer 2017 activities, presentations of “Wattsie”
awards, and a special tribute to the Class of 2017!

Host the Youth?

On Sunday nights during the summer, our youth group
goes on tour! Each week we have youth group in the
home of a different church member. If you’d be willing
to host us one night, please let Kelly know. We meet
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. with a light supper included. Open
dates are: June 11, June 18, July 2, July 16, July 23, July
30, August 6, and August 13.

Spring Workday
Many thanks for to all who helped with our Spring
Work Day on Saturday, April 8th, (it takes a
congregation). We had a tremendous turnout and did a
lot of good work helping take care of the church
grounds. Special thanks to the mulchers, pruners,
weeders, painters, mechanics, trimmers, leaf rakers
and assorted other folks and especially to the members
of Boy Scout Troop 440, who all proved to be
dependable yeomen. At the end of the day, the church
grounds looked beautiful.
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From Dorisanne Cooper
A few weeks ago, four-year-old Mal arrived at the sanctuary door on a Sunday morning with an exaggerated
skip. It’s often his practice for how he comes to worship. If you ever need a bit of a lift on Sunday mornings, you
should camp out in the side foyer and take a look at the children coming up for worship. To be sure, some are
tentative, some distracted, but some, like Mal did that day, come bursting in as though they can’t wait to get there.
This is something I enjoy observing every week, but that week happened to be Youth Sunday so after the Welcome I
got the privilege of sitting in the pews with them for worship and I took in a good bit more. I marveled at the variety
of scenes.
Just in front of me was a child with her grandfather who was teaching her how to follow along with the words
of a hymn. One of the children behind me was leaning into his mother’s arms, clearly more comfortable and
comforted there than anywhere else. I found myself hoping he associated that feeling with learning about what
God’s love for him is like. Yet another child in front of me was busy tracing the words of the scripture on his
children’s bulletin—continually looking up for approval from one of the volunteers who would spend the rest of the
worship hour downstairs with him. Of course, another one of the children was occupying the time making his
worship bulletin into a paper airplane.
I don’t pretend to think that this variety of observations of our youngest worshippers is all that different from
what I might see were I to sit in the congregation more often—though the differences in how we come to and
experience worship would likely be a little less outwardly obvious. But were I to have some secret insight into the
hearts and minds of each one in the room I know there would be a lot there. I know on any given Sunday there are
those who have arrived in worship for a respite, a break from caregiving of an aging spouse or parent, young children
or teenagers. I know there are others who have come from a quiet week, from more time alone that they would have
liked. Others have come from challenging work situations—many from work with vulnerable populations and
concern about systems that continue to keep people in need; some come from work as teachers carrying the needs of
the classroom and students with them; from work that has not been fulfilling but about which there is little choice;
from work that is enriching or that never seems to be enough; from volunteer time that is as much of a calling as
anything else. We could go on and on in this variety. But surely all of us come from hopes that are bigger than we
want to admit; joy from shared time with loved ones; pain from strained relationships; deep concerns about injustice
in our city, state and world.
Second-century theologian Iranaues wrote, “The glory of God is a human being fully alive.” When I think
about worship for our community, this quote comes to mind. In the midst of the vital work we are called to do in the
world, in the midst of the call to be the hands and feet of Christ for each other and up against the systems that work
to divide, when so much pulls at our time, our energy, our hopes, our imaginations, it can be a challenge to imagine
how it is we’re to be fully alive. How grateful I am for our worship time each week in which—no matter what we’re
coming from or going to—we can come to center ourselves in the Spirit of God, listen together to God’s challenges
and comfort, shape ourselves as followers of Jesus and, despite all of the world’s challenges, continue to find a way
forward. May we choose to be fully alive in these days.

