Volume 8, Issue 2

S

Watts Street Baptist Church Missions Committee

April 2017

Company Name

Compassion in Action
CROP Hunger Walk 2017!

WSBC raised over
$2,100 for CROP Walk!
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Thirty-two Watts Streeters and
two four-legged friends joined
together in beautiful 78 degree
weather after worship on Sunday,
April 2nd to participate in the fortythird Durham CROP Hunger Walk.
Diane Hill, Debra Freeman and
Brenda Coffield provided the walkers
a delicious lunch before the group
headed to Duke Chapel where
hundreds of other Durhamites
gathered to participate in the annual
event that combines fun and
fundraising to raise money for hungry
people throughout the world. Money
raised is split between two
organizations: 75% goes to Church
World Service, and 25% stays in
Durham County and is used by
Durham Urban Ministries to help our
neighbors in need. Watts Street
Baptist Church raised over $2,100
this year! Special thanks to Clay
Chandler who organized Watts
Street's involvement in this year's
CROP Walk. If you have not made a

pledge, we are still taking
contributions until Sunday, April 9th.
You can put a check in the collection
plate, made out to Church World
Service with CROP Walk in the
notation line or you can contribute to
the WSBC effort on line at
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
durhamnc/Team/View/35591/WattsStreet-Baptist-Church. For more
information about this year’s CROP
Walk, go to durhamcropwalk.org.
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Update from the Refugee Support Mission Group:
Disruptions in Refugee Support System

“The greatest CWS
need right now is
for funding to
replace the
reductions in
federal dollars for
refugee support...”

On March 30, 16 members of the
WSBC Refugee Support Mission
Group met with Jourdi Bosley,
Church World Service (CWS)
volunteer coordinator, for training to
work with CWS to support refugees.
We learned that in response to
presidential executive orders, CWSDurham is facing considerable
uncertainty about new refugee arrivals
and does not anticipate working with
co-sponsorship teams for the
foreseeable future.
The greatest CWS need right now
is for funding to replace the reductions
in federal dollars for refugee support
that have already occurred. The
Missions Committee has donated
$500 to CWS-Durham for refugee
support, and the Adult Seminar is also
collecting funds. We hope to explore
other ways to help raise financial
support for refugee support through
CWS. Anyone interested in working
on a fund-raising effort should contact
Gordon Whitaker at whitakergordon
@gmail.com.
CWS's second priority is for
volunteers to advocate for refugees.

See http://cwsrdu.org/get-involved/
advocate/ for more information, and let
Gordon know if you are interested in
forming a Watts Street refugee
advocacy team.
CWS can also use individual
volunteers to help refugees learn
English, learn about their new towns,
US culture, etc. All those who attended
the CWS training on December 5 or
March 30 are eligible to volunteer to
work directly with refugees. For more
information about direct service with
refugees, go to http://cwsrdu.org/getinvolved/volunteer/. Contact Jourdi
Bosley directly (jbosley@
cwsglobal.org) to apply.
It is also possible to help immigrants
in other ways. For example, Paula
Januzzi-Godfrey has already organized
some of our Refugee Support Mission
Group to tutor immigrant children in the
Durham Public Schools.
For further information about the
status of the Refugee Support Mission
Group, please contact Gordon Whitaker
at whitakergordon@gmail.com.
Gordon Whitaker
Refugee Support Mission Group

Words of Thanks from Reality Ministries and for the W. E. Stanley Mission House
…From
. day one, Oct 29, ’16, we knew God had his
hands on Delane. We didn’t know what was in
store for us all, but God did and always does. He
puts people in the right place at the right time.
He blessed us in that we were here when Larry
[Delane’s father] needed two surgeries. We didn’t
have to worry about where we would stay. Watts
Street Baptist Church Mission Center is a true
blessing…Knowing you have a place to sleep, wash
clothes, rest, have a quiet place to go means a lot.
Larry and Denice Sellers
Delane Sellers
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Third Annual Watts Street on Mission, Saturday, May 21, 2016

Fourth Annual Watts Street on Mission
Saturday, May 20, 2017
Using our Gifts to Serve God and Neighbor
Watts Street On Mission Goals
1) Give the Watts Street congregation an opportunity to use their spiritual gifts, talents, and
passions in service to the community
2) Create a dynamic church-wide, intergenerational experience
3) Utilize, promote, and energize our existing Mission Groups
4) Explore ways to continue these efforts throughout the coming year
Sign Up Begins April 30
At the All Ages Beach Retreat
In the Hallway Leading to the Fellowship Hall











Fellowship Hall Projects – cards, baby blankets, blessing bags, kindergarten kits, etc. etc. etc.
Families Moving Forward – Organize the “Store”
Ellerbe Creek Clean-up
Reality Ministries - Service projects (Friday), Reality Works (Saturday)
Meals on Wheels – PB&J Sandwiches!
Prison Ministry – Banner and Cards
Habitat Build
Diaper Bank – Packaging diapers for families in need
Nursing Home Visit
Wheelchair Ramp

Showing Up Counts!
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Durham CAN
Public Assembly
– April 24

WSBC members are invited to
attend the Durham CAN
(Congregations, Associations and
Neighborhoods) Public Assembly of
Delegates to be held on Monday,
April 24, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., at
Monument of Faith Church, 900
Simmons Street, Durham. Public
officials and department heads will be
asked to affirm CAN's initiatives on
affordable housing, immigration, and
job training/wages.
At a recent leadership meeting,
Watts Street committed to bringing at
least 10 participants to the April 24th
Public Assembly. At the Assembly,

Watts Street will publicly commit to
$3,000 in annual dues and an additional
$1,000 for the Friends of Durham CAN
fundraising campaign. It is the mission
of Durham CAN to involve more
“stockholders” in the Durham CAN
initiatives. Matt Clark, a member of the
Peace and Reconciliation Mission
Group, is actively involved in the
Durham CAN Action Moving Forward
on Affordable Housing initiatives. Bob
Kruhm is participating in the
Jobs/Wages Action Team concerned
with the $250 million bond-related
construction jobs resulting from passage
of the recent County Bond Referendum.
This group is seeking local job
opportunities for Durham employers
and employees.
For more information about Durham
CAN and its initiatives, contact Bob
Kruhm at (919)544-3719 or
rkruhm@nc.rr.com.
Bob Kruhm
Liaison to Durham CAN

Thank You, Families Moving Forward Volunteers

Lots of good
things
happening at
FMF!

The week of February 13, Watts
Street partnered with Duke Memorial
Methodist Church to share meals and
help with child care at Families
Moving Forward. On Wednesday
night, a group of eight youth and
adults took food from Wednesday
Night Supper (thank you, Stella!) and
had a great time talking with the
families over dinner. The younger
children LOVED getting all the
attention from the youth while older

children did homework and the parents
participated in classes with FMF staff.
Earlier in the same week, Watts
Street volunteers Bob and Jeanne
Kruhm, Chris Applewhite, Kirsten
Kruhm and son Braxton served as
dinner hosts and child programming
helpers. Lots of good things happening
at FMF!
Kelly Sasser
Stuart Wells
Liaison to FMF

‘
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March/April Mission Basket Donations
Benefit Reality Ministries
Reality Ministries creates opportunities for teens and adults with and
without developmental disabilities to experience belonging, kinship
and the life-changing Reality of Christ's love.

Supplies needed include:









Paper Plates (dinner size)
Paper Napkins
Paper Bowls
Plastic Cups
Dishwashing Soap
Sponges
Dishwasher Detergent
Canister/Storage Containers (for
items like sugar, flour, cornmeal, etc.)










Lysol Wipes
Envelopes
Color Copy Paper
White Copy Paper
Markers
Colored Pencils
Stamps
Crayons

Baskets are located in the Fellowship Hall and side foyer
For more information, contact Bill McCraw, bill.mccraw@duke.edu

Check out the new Missions Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall!
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Meals on Wheels Day - Tuesday, April 25
The WSBC Missions Committee and Senior Adult Coordinating
Council announce another opportunity for Watts Street to help assemble
and pack meals at Meals on Wheels of Durham. The next MOW event is
Tuesday, April 25 from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. All ages are welcome to
participate. We car pool at 8:00 a.m. from the Urban Avenue parking lot
to the MOW facility at 2522 Ross Road. Please RSVP to Bob Kruhm at
rkruhm@nc.rr.com or call the church office to sign up.

Prison Ministry Update
Several members of the Prison
Ministry Mission Group (Debra
Freeman and Nancy Lehman)
gathered with Sarah Jobe and the
women at the NC Correctional
Institute for Women (NCCIW) in
Raleigh on March 26 to participate in
a service of worship and to hear
Ron’s Band (Darryl Powell, Bill
McCraw, John Lehman, and Curtis
Freeman). It was an amazing
experience! Ron's Band, as usual,
tailored their musical selections to
what they believe will speak deeply
to the hearts of these women. The
women who attended the worship
service were enthusiastic and ready
for a good word of hope and a lot of
fun. They got both from Ron's
Band! And we were doubly blessed
by the testimonies of three of the
ladies in prison who shared with the
Hope Center congregation how their
lives have been impacted by the
choices of others, by their own

choices, and ultimately by the
presence of God in their lives. I
always leave inspired and fully
knowing that fences and locks
cannot interrupt the flow of God's
Spirit among those who seek to
know him and to live as Christian
disciples. I strongly urge others to
go through the very small steps it
takes to receive a blue card and to
become a part of this ministry at
the Raleigh women's prison. I
have always found it to strengthen
my awareness of God's love and
redemptive purposes.
Upcoming service dates at the
prison for 2017 include a
Baptismal Service on June 4,
another adventure with Ron’s
Band on September 24, and the
New Year’s Eve Service on
December 31. Contact Jennifer
Garst at jennifer.garst@duke.edu
for more information.
Debra Freeman
Prison Ministry

“…fences and locks
cannot interrupt the flow
of God’s Spirit…”

Missions Committee: 2016-2017 Missions Committee Members include: Paula Januzzi-Godfrey,
Chair, Juliana Caldwell, Kirsten Kruhm, Jenny Leinbach, Jason Mathes, Bill McCraw, Allyn Meredith,
Amy Sauls, Joy Turner and April Walton. Please feel free to contact any of the members for more
information about Watts Street’s Missions.

