
 140 Watts Street Members and Reality 

Ministries friends gathered once again on the 

sidewalk outside the big red doors at 8:00 a.m. on 

Saturday, May 21, to go forth into the community 

to spread God’s love and caring.  Bill Salyers 

reminded us that “Covenant communities of faith 

have a mission to transform the world, and the 

transforming message is communicated through 

self-giving love in action.  The community of 

faith finds unity in service and mission that seeks 

the inclusion of all God's children in God's 

kingdom work to transform and redeem the whole 

creation, starting with making disciples and 

extending to protecting the environment over 

which God has made us stewards.”   

 It was with great excitement and energy that 

eleven groups set forth to work in and for the 

community. And with even more excitement (but 
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maybe less energy) they returned at noon to 

share their stories and their accomplishments.   

 Once again, Watts Street on Mission was a 

dynamic, multi-generational, congregation-

wide, hands-on day of service meeting needs in 

the Durham community, and employing the 

spiritual gifts of our congregation.  Workers 

ranged in age from two-year old Ronan to 

ageless Betty and Clarence!  Most projects 

included children and depended on the youth for 

energy and endurance.  What better way for 

children and youth, and indeed all of us, to learn 

about giving and giving back, using the gifts 

God gave us to make our community a better 

place.  The big question once again was, “We’re 

doing this again – right?”  Some groups have 

already started planning! 
  

  
 Thanks to those who worked the mission projects and to the 

planning/support team.  Many hands make good work! 

 



 

 

Ellerbe Creek Trail Cleanup 

 This group of six adults and six 

children, led by Scott Job, went to 

Ellerbe Creek a few blocks east of the 

church, and got down in the creek to 

pick up trash. There was a lot of trash!  

Some was in the creek itself, but a lot 

more was along the banks, sometimes 

tangled in the branches. This year we 

had a lot of kids in the group, and they 

did a great job pitching in and helping 

out. We served several communities – 

the local community by restoring the 

beauty of the stream, and the natural 

community by removing trash that can 

release toxins and choke sea turtles 

when bags wash into the ocean. We 

also served God by protecting His 

creation. 

 The adults in the group experienced the joy of seeing children have fun and do something positive at the 

same time. Their enthusiasm was heartening, and we all had a lot of fun. 
 

 

Prison Ministry 

A group of nine adults and two children, led by 

Debra Freeman and Karin Oliver, gathered to make a 

banner for the Hope Center at the North Carolina 

Correctional Institute for Women.  The banner reflects a 

phrase heard often by the ladies at the prison: “Lift Up 

Holy Hands and Hearts.”  The group also made baptism 

cards of doves and rainbows for the group of women 

soon to be baptized.  All in the group were encouraged to 

sign up for blue card training in order to visit the prison 

in the coming year.  Karin Oliver related, “We were 

definitely better together with our hands, minds and 

hearts as we created these gifts of love for our sisters in 

prison.”  And from Debra Freeman, “As we worked, we 

talked with Sarah about her work at the prison.  We also 

had time to catch up with each other, to laugh…”   And 

next year?  The group already has an Advent banner in 

the planning for next year’s WSOM! 
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“Learning how to be here and be community” 



 

 

Homebound Visits 

 A group of seven adults and two children, led by Diane 

Eubanks Hill, visited and sang with five Watts Street members 

in the Pavilion at Croasdaile, one in assisted living and three in 

independent living.  In the Pavilion they sang and visited with 

the entire group of people who were in the commons room.  

The connections were very powerful!  It was amazing to see 

faces light up when we entered the room.  It was especially 

gratifying to watch the two children – Alistair and Ronan 

Barrier – connect with the Croasdaile folks.  Another gathering 

with our homebound members is in the planning for this 

summer. 

 
After participating in the Homebound Visits, Brenda Cofield 

remarked, “This was my first time participating in Watts Street on 

Mission, but it definitely won’t be my last.” 

 

 

 

Meals on Wheels 

 A group of 13 dedicated Watts Street volunteers formed an assembly line to produce 217 sandwiches 

for Durham Meals on Wheels.  Each package included at least one “knock-knock joke” attached to it.  The 

group, led by Bob Kruhm, comprised a multigenerational group ranging from grade school to senior adult.   

All volunteers were encouraged to participate in the upcoming opportunities to assemble and pack 

meals at the MOW facility on Ross Road. This WS mission will continue to be offered four times a year.  

The WSOM volunteers also expressed interest in participating in a Wednesday night program where WS 

members of all ages 

could make 100-150 

sandwiches for MOW 

after our Wednesday 

night supper.  The 

Meals on Wheels team 

gained a deep 

appreciation of the 

program and the 

benefits it provides to 

those in need.  We 

recommend that this 

project be repeated in 

2017! 
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The delivery of sandwiches is just a part of the lifeline the Meals on Wheels 

program provides to the seniors who qualify. 

 



 

 

 

Fellowship Hall Projects   
 

Twenty children and adults – 

ages 3 to 83 - gathered in the 

Fellowship Hall to participate in 

four projects, led by Esther Soud 

Parker.  The group included 

friends from Reality Ministries 

who added much joy to the 

occasion!  Together they worked 

to:  

1) Assemble 100 Kindergarten 

Kits.  Children receive a kit 

at their elementary school 

when they register for 

kindergarten. 

2) Put together 118 Blessing 

Bags.  The bags were 

distributed to WSOM 

participants to hand out to 

people in need in our 

community. 

3) Cut and tie 10 Baby 

Blankets.  These large fleece blankets will be given to Welcome Baby Family Resource Center.    

4) Create 42 Homebound and Prayer List Cards for WSBC members. 

 

 

Diaper Bank 
 

 A joyful group of 13 Watts Streeters – including three excited little girls -  set out for the new Diaper 

Bank location, ready to cover some bottoms.  Erin Lutz led this exciting project.  We learned from Michelle 

Old that the Diaper Bank seeks to provide babies with 50 diapers per month, or 1.6 diapers per day.  This is 

huge for families weighing whether to buy 

food or diapers.  The Diaper Bank recently 

began to partner with vaccine providers, so 

that families who come for vaccinations will 

also get much needed diapers.  Once we got 

the diaper packing process down, we were 

able to fellowship as we moved through 

thousands of packages.  During our morning 

together, we wrapped 869 diaper packages 

containing a total of 12,150 diapers.  That's a 

lot of bottoms covered!  We are grateful to 

Michelle for her warm welcome and for 

inviting us into her ministry.  

 

Compassion in Action Page 4 

From Caitlyn at Reality Ministries:  “A great way to celebrate my birthday!” 



 

 

 

Reality Ministries 

An energetic group of Watts Streeters and Reality participants joined together for three projects at the 

Reality Center, coordinated by Cari Furiness.  Two groups painted an office and a stairwell; a third group 

baked breakfast breads to be used 

during summer camps and also 

stuffed envelopes for a fundraising 

mailing.   The painting makes the 

building more inviting for regular 

activities and also more attractive to 

renters which is an income stream 

for the Reality program.  The group 

experienced fellowship with Reality 

staff and Reality participants who 

joined in the project and learned 

more about embracing the diversity 

of God’s kingdom.  The event was 

also a boost for Watts Street’s on-

going relationship with Reality 

Ministries. 

 

 

 

Families Moving Forward 

 A hard working five-person team, led by Stuart 

Wells, went to Families Moving Forward to 

organize and catalog library books, clean and make 

repairs to a family guest room, and clean out the 

office supply closet.  In the process they got a great 

sense of how the newly-merged Genesis Home and 

IHN will operate and how volunteers will fit in.  

There are many volunteer opportunities with this 

continuing mission group!  It was great fun 

working alongside volunteers from other 

organizations and really easy to get caught up in 

the collective community energy. 
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You Can Vote 
  

 A group of seven, led by Emily 

McCoy, went out to register people to 

vote and to have conversations about 

the new voter rules and the upcoming 

elections.  Ann Rebeck, from You Can 

Vote, was captain for the group.  Two 

people went to the downtown transit 

station where they were told to leave 

by a policeman (permission had been 

granted for You Can Vote to be there) 

so they were sent to the Farmer's 

Market where they registered six 

people.  The rest of the group went to 

Lakewood Shopping Center where 

they covered the Food Lion and the Scrap Exchange and its Pop-up Thrift Store.  Nine more registrations 

were obtained there.  The group estimated that they had about 150 conversations with people.    

  Most of this group will volunteer at other You Can Vote events, and they will organize a voter 

registration for Watts Street in the fall.  

 

 

Urban Ministries 

An enthusiastic group of six, led by 

David Heist, gathered in the 

Fellowship Hall kitchen to make 

twelve casseroles to be delivered to 

Urban Ministries. The casseroles will 

be used to feed the homeless clients 

when there is a shortage of food for the 

dinner meal. The big lesson we learned 

is you can do a lot in a short amount of 

time with proper planning and a great 

team of people working together. Our 

team was awesome!  The group 

discussed the possibility of reviving 

the casserole ministry if a new leader 

can be identified 
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Habitat for Humanity 

 A group of ten volunteers, led by Steve Booth, gathered at a new Habitat construction site on North 

Hyde Park.  They helped with finishing-up tasks at the house – securing floor boards with screws, fixing the 

eaves, sweeping out the crawl space after the tradespeople had installed HVAC, plumbing, etc.  A lesson 

learned:  don’t have the tallest volunteers work in the crawl space!  The group included four current or recent 

members of the youth group, and “a splendid time was had by all!”  Durham Habitat has completed over 300 

homes since its founding.  There is always something to do for volunteers of all skill levels. 
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“We made banana bread and it was so 

wonderful.” 

“It was fun to be working with children.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

   

  

 

 

Environmental 

Contact: Greg Palmer 

senorpalmer@gmail.com 

Habitat for Humanity of 

Durham 

Contact: Steve Booth 

Phone: 477-1843 

spbooth@mindspring.com 

AIDS Care Team 

Contact: Greg Palmer 

senorpalmer@gmail.com 

Hannah Ministry 

Hannah.ministry.wsbc@gmai

l.com 

Durham CAN 

Contact: Bob Kruhm 

Phone: 544-3719 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com 

Childcare Initiative 

Contact: Amy Rublein, 

Chuck Clifton 

arublein@mindspring.com 

cliftonc@gmail.com 

El Salvador 

Contact: Clark Godfrey 

Phone: 490-8435 

cgodfrey24@aol.com 
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Missions Committee:     2015-2016 Missions Committee Members include: Paula Januzzi-Godfrey, 

Chair, Susan Brooks, Juliana Caldwell, Marcie Fisher-Borne, Kirsten Kruhm, Fran Langstaff, Jenny 

Leinbach, Bill McCraw, and Ginny Wiggins. Ideas for Mission Baskets? Contact Susan Brooks or Bill 

McCraw.  Ideas for Minute for Missions?  Contact Fran Langstaff. 

 

For more photos/stories about 

Watts Street on Mission, check 

out the WSBC web site and the 

WSBC Facebook page! 

WATTS STREET ON MISSION -- WHAT A CONCEPT! 

WHAT A COVENANT PEOPLE!  THANK GOD YOU ARE HERE! 
 


