
 
 

 
Open my heart, God, loosen the threads, 
unfold my life and weave within. 
O take my tears and my rejoicing, and spin 
their tangle into thread.   
Entwine their colors with your brightness. 
Create through me a fabric of love. 

—Robert and Kathy Eddy, “Lydia’s Song” 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAY 1, 2016 
WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
MAY 1, 2016 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
GATHERING 
Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude:  “Prelude in D Minor” ........................................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 
Minister:   We gather together for worship, singing our praises. 
People:   Some sing gladly, joyfully, for there is much to celebrate. 
Minister:   Some sing quietly, nourished by a deep and inner peace. 
People:   Some sing haltingly, our notes tripping over our fears. 
Minister:  Some sing longingly, remembering good days past, not yet daring to hope  
   for the days to come. 
People:  Accept, O Lord, our worship and by your loving presence weave our many  
   melodies into one great symphony of devotion. 

*Hymn 277:  “Christians, We Have Met to Worship” ................................... HOLY MANNA 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  God it is so easy to worship each week looking only for 
something to be given to us.  Forgive us when we focus only on ourselves, when we 
simply go through motions, when we ignore the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
midst.  Remind us again that worship is also about giving—to you and one another.  
Breathe into our worship today, prompting us to leave here different and better than 
when we came. 



 
Assurance of Pardon.   

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Psalter:  Psalm 67  
Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

New Testament: Acts 16:9-15 
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation:  “Listening With Your Heart” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence for Reflection 
The literal-minded and the orthodox sticklers keep missing it:  Where is this God’s kingdom 
of yours, they keep asking him.  What is it like?  When is it coming?  How should we behave 
to get in?  Give us some rules.  And he keeps telling them, it’s here, it’s all around you, but 
you haven’t recognized it; it’s inside you, it’s spread all over this earth, and the only rules 
you need worry about are loving God with your whole heart and loving one another as I have 
loved you.         Gail Godwin 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   With fabric in every hue of purple,  
  Lydia prepared a royal welcome for her guests. 
People:     With hospitality she opened her home and urged them to stay. 
Minister:  At the invitation of our welcoming God, we meet in the presence of  
  the Divine Host who accepts us and blesses us as we are. 
People:  Here, we are no longer strangers but sisters and brothers in the household  
  of Christ.  May our gifts and responses ever open our lives to our Host. 

Receiving Gifts 

Offertory Anthem:  “If Ye Love Me” ............................................................... Philip Wilby 
If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and He shall 
give you another Comforter, That He may abide with you forever; E’en the Spirit 
of Truth.  And ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  I will 
not leave your comfortless.  I will come to you.  (John 14:15-18) 

 



*Doxology ......................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
O praise God, Alleluia!  Praise God above ye heav’nly hosts, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Receiving of the Bread and the Cup 

Please remain seated to receive the bread and the cup. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 586:  “Open My Eyes, That I May See” .......................................... OPEN MY EYES 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude:  “Fugue in D Minor” ......................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

The tablecloth on the communion table is from last weekend’s All Ages Beach Retreat 
and includes panels created by small groups that celebrate both the variety of gifts that 
make up our community and the gifts of grace that unite us. 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 
Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 
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